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Till He Comes 
By Grace Reese Adkins 
NTIL Christ comes again, 
How hard the waiting— 
Nations in great distress, 
Sin unabating. 
Time lingers overlong; 
Earth must await her song 
Till He comes. 


Until Christ comes again, 
Struggles beset us; 

Trials and endless cares 
Constantly fret us. 

Satan, a lion, roars, 
Rampant, on all our shores, 
Till He comes. 


Until Christ comes again, 
Fields white for reaping 
Wait for the sickle keen— 
No time for sleeping; 

Time but to work and pray, 
Awaiting that glad day 
When He comes. 


ye 
The Largest Heart 


One of the mechanical marvels: of 
the human body is the heart. When 
normally healthy, it beats about 100,000 
times a day and pumps some 964,000 
gallons of blood through the body every 
year for a lifetime. When impaired 
or diseased, it cripples or causes. the 
death of hundreds of thousands every 
year. The amazing construction of the 
human heart is demonstrated by a mam- 
moth model, 17% feet high and 28 feet 
long—15,000 times life size—that has re- 





cently been placed on exhibit in the 
Franklin Institute in Philadelphia. So 
large is this model, constructed of ply- 
wood, channel iron, rubber, and papier- 
maché, that visitors may enter it and, 
by means of stairs and ramps, may pass 
through its chambers and valves, much 
the same as a blood corpuscle does in 
a real heart. A clever use of blue and 
red coloring and lighting indicates the 
two phases of cardiac circulation, and 
sound effects create the illusion of the 
rhythm of the heartbeat. The model 
has been prepared as a joint project of 
the Heart Association of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and the Division of Adult 


% 


Cardiovascular Diseases of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania and the Frank- 
lin Institute. It has been called “the 
largest heart in the world,” but Chris- 
tians will think of an infinitely larger 
one—the heart of God Himself, that is 
large enough to hold the whole world, 
“for God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” God’s heart can 
never fail, and it is open to all who will 
come to Him by faith and receive the 
loving provision He has made for for- 
giveness and cleansing through His Son, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


ll. Boring From Within 


This is the second of two editorials by Ernest Gordon, offered as a reply 

to “The Protestant Underworld,” first published in the Christian Century, 

then later in book form under the title, “Apostles of Discord,” by Ralph 
Lord Roy (Beacon Press, Boston, $3.75). 


"Tom strategy of Unitarians, in co- 
operation with neo-Unitarians in 
the churches, is to break down the 
evangelical character of the seminaries 
in which the Protestant ministry is 
trained. With the clergy Unitarianized 
the churches will follow as a matter of 
course. So they reason. Only within 
a few months was it announced that the 
Harvard Divinity School plans a fund 
of five or more millions for enlargement 
that it may provide ministers for all 
Protestant churches. The lecturers to 
be appointed by Dr. Fosdick, under the 
new Rockefeller-endowed Union Semi- 
nary lectureship, will be sent to all semi- 
naries that will admit them. 

The campaign began in 1805. In that 
year, the Hollis Professorship at Har- 
vard, which trained the Congregational 
ministers of New England, a professor- 








Comfort for Dark Days e 





“And he said unto me, My grace H 
is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weak- 
ness. Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that 
the power of Christ may rest upon 
me” (2 Cor. 12:9). 




















ship founded by English Calvinist 
Thomas Hollis “on sound and orthodox 
principles,” was seized by Unitarianism. 
As a consequence, a group of evangelical 
laymen raised money for the establish- 
ment at Andover of a seminary to take 
its place. Mr. Samuel Abbott, who es- 
tablished the Abbott Chair of Theology, 
in turning over to the new seminary the 
(for the time) very considerable sum 
of $30,000, insisted that, if the trustees 
should ever be so regardless of the stip- 
ulated regulations as to choose a profes- 
sor of other than evangelical opinion, 
the income of the trust should be for- 
feited to his Andover parish church. 

The constitution demanded that trus- 
tees and teaching members should sign 
an affirmation of their belief in the Trin- 
ity, in the deity of Christ, in His atone- 
ment for the sins of men, and in salva- 
tion as a gift of grace. It also insisted 
that the Scriptures should be “opened 
and explained with integrity and faith- 
fulness.” 

In the course of a half century, large 
gifts were made to the seminary by like- 
minded Christians. The theological ar- 
rangements were ratified formally by the 
State of Massachusetts, which allowed an 
extension of the seminary’s right to hold 
property “provided the income of said 
estate shall always be applied to the ob- 
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jects and purposes of the said institu- 
tion and agreeably to the will of the 
donors.” ; 

The new seminary grew and waxed 
strong. It became the model of every 
theological seminary in the country. 
Students flocked thither from all lands. 
Her professofs were for a century the 
glory of American theology. Their or- 
gan, the Bibliotheca Sacra, was the 
standard theological publication of the 
day. Her graduates went into the for- 
eign field, pioneering the modern mis- 
sion movement. At home they planted 
- academies and colleges and churches, 
evangelizing large portions of newly 
opened territory. At Andover were or- 
ganized the American Tract Society, the 
American Temperance Society, the 
American Educational Society, and in- 
directly the great missionary society of 
the Congregationalists. 

This went on for two _ generations, 
Then came a change. A waft of death, 
such as has in later years blown over 
many other seminaries, attacked that on 
Andover Hill. Various‘professors claimed 
the right to “interpret” the clauses of 
the Andover constitution in accordance 
with their so-called “New Theology,” 
which was really a partial retrocession 
to Unitarian and earlier unbelief. The 
Board of Visitors, appointed to watch 
over the Seminary’s constitution, de- 
clared that Prof. E. C. Smyth “main- 
tains and ineulcates beliefs inconsistent 
with the true intent of the founders” and 
adjudged “that he be removed from his 
professorship.” Smyth sat tight, as did 
others. There was one honorable excep- 
tion. Prof. J. Henry Thayer resigned 
and betook himself to the Harvard Di- 
vinity School, exclaiming, “My obliga- 
tion to be and to be known as an honest 
man outweighs all other obligations.” 

How rare an instance of uprightness 
in the history of theological liberalism! 

The German _ radical theologian, 
Troeltsch, once said: “We cannot use 
force on the evangelical church, but 
we have another weapon by which to 
overpower it. This is to appoint the 
greatest number of liberal professors 
and then it will of itself and from within 
go to pieces.” This was the fate of 
Andover. In its great days a thousand 
graduates would turn up at commence- 
ment on Andover Hill from all parts of 
America, an indication of its vitality and 
influence. Now the enlistment of stu- 
dents so dwindled that the trustees, Drs, 
Boynton, Noyes, and G. A. Gordon, de- 
cided to move the seminary to Cam- 
bridge in the vain hope of attracting 
students from the Harvard student body. 

So the splendid Andover site, with its 
beautiful lines of elms, fine campus, his- 
toric buildings, and splendid Brechin li- 
brary, was abandoned and the old evan- 
gelical seminary brought into collocation 
with the insignifieant plant of Harvard 
Unitarianism. President Lowell of Har- 
vard conferred an honorary degree on 
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Mr. Noyes, who had played a leading role 
in bringing “nearer together those whom 
the blindness of men had put asunder.” It 
is not necessary to say that Mr. Lowell 
was a Unitarian. 

The move was greeted with com- 
mendation by liberal Congregational 
leaders. Prof. Daniel Evans, who held 
the Abbott Chair of Christian The- 
ology, once held by the great theologian 
Edwards A. Park, and who was at the 
same time vice-president of the National 
Federation of Religious Liberals, said, 
“We have no occasion to fear Harvard’s 
influence, but rather to rejoice that she 
{the Unitarian Divinity School] has 
proved to be our great co-worker in 
helping young men to find and keep the 
faith. The Congregationalist of March 
27, 1909, endorsed this: 

“Andover goes to Cambridge to de- 
velop there further its own type of evan- 
gelical faith. The new Andover will be 
the old Andover growing in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, cherished in the prayers of the 
churches, and sending forth their choice 
youth to preach the Gospel in ali the 
world.” 

Flowers sent to a funeral! 

President Tucker of Dartmouth, once 
a liberal on the Andover faculty, had 
stated, what everybody knew, that “if 
Andover Seminary was founded to op- 
pose and counteract any influence, it 
was that of Unitarianism. None will dis- 
pute this historic fact.” Yet in June, 
1922, its trustees proceeded to merge 
Andover Seminary with the Harvard 
Divinity School. The Andover Visitors 
asked Judge Crosby for an injunction. 
It was refused. 

More hypocrisy. The new arrange- 
ment stated that “the continuity and dis- 
tinct existence as an institution of Ando- 
ver Theological Seminary shall be 
maintained, all of its trusts being exe- 
cuted as heretofore.” Then the public 
was informed that the President and 
Fellows of Harvard College and the 
Trustees of Andover were to form a non- 
denominational theological school with 
a single faculty, roll of students, admin- 
istration, and catalogue. Appointment 
of professors was to rest solely with the 
governing boards of Harvard University. 
The whole Andover seminary was thus 
taken out of the hands of the Andover 
Trustees and Visitors. 

This crass’ misappropriation brought 
to Harvard. Unitarianism endowments 
of over a million dollars and a library 
of seventy thousand volumes. Pretense 
was made that the Harvard Divinity 
School was nonsectarian. It had been 
so declared in order to secure benefits 
from the Carnegie Pension Fund, but 
it still remains the source of continued 
supply of Unitarian ministers for Uni- 
tarian churches. “No one can rightly 


think that the school has ceased to be 
Unitarian because it is no longer a 
Unitarian school,” said Dr. J. W. Day 
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in reviewing the one hundredth anniver- 
sary of the Harvard Divinity School. 
This note of double-dealing predomi- 


(Continued on page 249) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Is the R.S.V. “re 
With Lesson Outlines? 


We have now been informed that 
publications using the International 
Lessons must print therewith the Re- 
vised Standard Version, effective Jan- 
uary 1, 1955. Our church and Sunday 
schoo] have taken a stand against this 
version, and we are interested to know 
of your plans for the future. 

Please advise what type of lesson 
coverage you plan to carry and 
whether we can consider such lesson 
coverage in determining what mate- 
rials we should use in our school.— 
A superintendent. 


It is not true that publications using 
the International Uniform Lessons must 
use the text of the Revised Standard 
Version. A form letter dated November 
12, 1953, from the Division of Christian 
Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States 
of America, which refers to the rumor, 
says in part: 

“We think you know that this implica- 
tion is not true, but we feel that you 
deserve this further word from us. 

“About 25 years ago our committee on 
the Uniform Lessons took action to the 
effect that the American Standard Ver- 
sion be used by the committee when it 
prepared outlines and Home Daily Bible 
Readings. The use of the American Stand- 
ard Version was in no way imposed upon 
publishers producing materials based on 
these outlines and readings. Similar 
action was taken after: publication of 
the Revised Standard Version of the New 
Testament in 1946, designating its use 
by the committee when the New Testa- 
ment was involved. In October of 1952 
the Revised Standard Version of the 
Old Testament was also available, and 
the committee voted that the outlines 
and Home Daily Bible Readings (begin- 
ning with those of 1955) should be edited 
in accordance with the Revised Stand- 
ard Version. 

“All outlines clearly carry the state- 
ment, ‘Denominations are free to use any 
version desired,’ and this statement ap- 
plies to non-denominational publishers 
likewise. We are your servants and it 
would be presumptuous for us to make 
restrictions concerning the version of the 
Bible to be used.” , 

THe Sunpay Scuoot Times will con- 
tinue to use the text of the King James 
Version, and have its own staff of lesson 
writers, who will of course deal with 
all the lesson passages as parts of the 
verbally inspired and infallible Word of 
God. 
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Il. The Trumpets and Bowls of Revelation 


‘ Continuing a bird's-eye view of the 


last New Testament Book 


Te E seventh seal is now broken, and 

this introduces us to the seven 

trumpets. The hand of the glori- 

fied Lamb breaks the seals. The angels 
sound the trumpets. 

Trumpet One sounds and hail and fire 
mingled with blood fail upon this 
stricken scene of judgment, causing dev- 
astation never before experienced by 
mankind, as one third of the trees and 
grass are burned up. The avenging of 
the martyrs’ blood now ‘begins; their 
intercession now avails (6:10). 

Trumpet Two is sounded and the sea 
is turned into blood. There is no Branch 
now to change the bitter waters of 
Marah into sweetness (Exod. 15:23-25); 
or Heavenly Guest at the marriage feast 
to change the waters of earthly sorrow 
into the joys of Heaven (John 2:1-11). 
The burning mountain changes the blue 
waters of the sea into a scene, of death. 
No life can exist in that bloody sea. 
Creatures, men, ships are destroyed in 
this trumpet judgment. 

Trumpet Three now sounds and more 

- things are falling. The great star falls; 
again the waters are affected. This time 
it comes nearer home. The cup of 
wrath is pressed closer to the lips of the 
impenitent world, wormwood bringing 
death to all who drink it. Man now 
reaps what he offered our Saviour on 
the cross. There was nothing too bitter 
for the dear Son of God who craved a 
drink in His dying agonies. All He re- 
ceived was the wormwood and the gall, 
reflecting as a mirror the hateful, bitter 
heart of man. Now men get a taste of 
Calvary, and Calvary can only mean 
death. 

Trumpet Four sounds and the sun is 
riow smitten, the moon, and the stars. 
The terrible eclipse now occurs, scourg- 
ing this world with a horror of appalling 
darkness, the blackout of wrath. 

Trumpet Five is now sounded and the 
stroke of judgment is heavier than all 
before. The pit is opened and the locust 
hordes of demons are now released from 
their prison house of darkness. These 
legions of that lost, doomed, and damned 
world now are free to pour out their 
demon venom in unbridled hate upon 
those whose brows are yet unsealed by 
the seal of God. 

Trumpet Six now sounds and the voice 
from the golden altar of incense is heard 
commanding the release of the four im- 
prisoned angels waiting in the great 
river Euphrates. These murderers now 


marshal the formidable hosts of two 
hundred million demons to slay the third 
part of mankind. 


These two hundred 


This is the second article in the 
series by Mr. Ainslie, which will run 
for several months in The Sunday 
School Times. The articles are a 
condensation of his lectures, which 
he has given throughout the coun- 
try in various Assemblies. They are 
most appropriate for the days in 
which we live, as they deal with the 
great New Testament Book of proph- 
ecy, and a special blessing is men- 
tioned for those who read, hear, and 
keep the “words of this prophecy” 
(Rev. 1:3). The articles are suitable 
for use in an adult Sunday school 
class, or a week-night Bible class, 
or for personal study. They also 
offer a good opportunity for mem- 
bers of the Times family, through 
gift subscriptions, to make the paper 
known to others. (For subscription 
rates, see page 251.) 








million horses and their demon riders 
now liberated are described in symbolic 
language, engraving upon our hearts the 
thought that all resistance to these 
fiends is useless, as these demons, de- 
scribed as monstrosities, prey relent- 
lessly upon their helpless victims, 

Like the seventh seal, which remained 
unbroken as parenthetical portion num- 
ber one came in, so the seventh trumpet 
is not sounded till parenthetical portion 
number two comes in. 

This second parenthetical portion re- 
corded in chapter 10 and continuing to 
chapter 11:14 brings before us in antici- 
pation the claiming of the inheritance 
bestowed in chapter five. The mighty 
Angel is generally accepted as being 
the Lord Jesus who descends to claim 
His property. The sea and the land are 





N EXCELLENT chart. depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A. E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Aijinslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course of Time” chart. 














By EDGAR AINSLIE 


His. (Compare Josh. 1:3.) The roar of 
the Lion of the tribe of Judah is heard 
and confirmed by the thunders. The 
brow once crowned with the curse of 
a ruined creation now is encircled by 
the glorious rainbow of covenant prom- 
ise. The book once closed and sealed 
now lies open on His wounded hand. 
He is claiming the promises. There is 
no spittle now upon His lovely face and 
no cloud of sorrow. His face shines in 
unclouded glory, the glory of kingly 
sovereignty. Soon He must reign, soon 
His enemies lie crushed in abject de- 
feat. The holy city now appears and 
God is remembering His covenant to 
Israel, and we are on the verge of the 
fateful last half of Daniel’s prophetic 
week of years. The beast is operating 
in mysterious dragon power and he 
slays the two witnesses and the second 
beast defiles the sanctuary. These and 
other tragedies are recorded in this sec- 
ond parenthetical portion. 

The Seventh Trumpet sounds and the 
great consummation is reached. “The 
kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and he shall reign for ever and ever” 
(11: 15-18); and the first great half of 
the Book of the Revelation ends. 

Chapter 12 begins the second half, re- 
vealing the dreadful actors who play 
their part in the greatest drama of all 
the ages. 

Just as chapter 5 reveals what will 
take place in Heaven when God crowns 
His Son as King of kings and Lord of 
lords, and to Him is given absolute 
sovereignty on earth, so chapter 12 re- 
veals the striking contrast. The dragon . 
is now contesting the crown rights of 
Christ and is to perform a duplicate 
coronation scene on earth, when he 
crowns his king of kings and lord of 
lords. 

The dragon is the Devil, now appear- 
ing in the role of heartless cruelty and 
insatiable pride. 

The woman is Israel, passing through 
the throes of painful travail—the Great 
Tribulation (Matt. 24: 15-29). 

The Man Child is our Lord Jesus, who 
is to become absolute Ruler, Monarch 
of all monarchs (Psa, 2). 

The archangel is Michael, Israel’s great 
defender. He clears the heavens of its 
rebels (Dan. 12:1). 

The Jewish remnant are those of Is- 
rael who remain loyal to Jehovah in the 
Great Tribulation (chap. 17; Zech. 3:8, 9). 

The first beast is the head of the Ro- 
man Empire, resurrected and dragon- 
controlled (Rev. 13:1-8). 

The second beast is the personal Anti- 
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christ, later known as the false prophet 
(Rev. 13:11-18). 

Now follows parenthetical portion 
number three. This anticipates the glo- 
rious scene soon to be when the Lamb 
shall stand on Mount Zion accompanied 
by the 144,000. They are singing and 
playing harps, with redeemed hearts, 
they follow the Lamb whithersoever He 
goeth. 

The fall of Babylon is next announced; 
then follows the warning against receiv- 
ing the mark of the beast. Next the 
blessedness of the holy dead is assured, 
those who die in the Lord. Then the 
visions are resumed at verse 14 of chap- 
ter 14. Now two visions are given of 
Armageddon. The Son of man comes 
down as the reaper. His brow bears the 
dazzling golden crown, His nail-printed 
hand the sharp sickle. The harvest has 
come. What a reaping that will be! 

Now from the holy shrine in Heaven 
an angel comes with the sharp sickle 
to cut down the grapes now ripened for 
judgment. From this huge winepress 
of the wrath of God flows the deep river 
of blood the length of Palestine. These 
are two symbols of what will occur at 
the place called Armageddon when the 
great Conqueror from the skies appears 
in His second advent. Preparations are 
now seen in Heaven for the outpourings 
of the seven bowls of God’s wrath. The 
scarlet dragon-controlled empire is the 
target of these terrible judgments, fall- 
ing in unprecedented fury upon the great 
centers of this awful tyrant enthroned 
by the dragon. 

Bowl 1.—The beast worshipers become 
covered with painful sores. Heaven is 
pouring out its “blockbusters”. and 
“bombing” the’ stronghold of the dragon. 
It is now under attack. 

Bowl 2.—The sea becomes blood, not 
pure living blood, but putrid, corrupt, 
poisonous blood, dealing death to all 
with which it comes in contact. Thus it 
poisons every living soul in its waters. 

Bowl 3.—Now there is only blood to 
drink, only blood is available for all the 
common needs of life. Water has gone. 
Blood everywhere. 

Bowl 4.—The sun now rushes to afflict 
mankind. If the Gospel cannot soften 
the human heart, nothing can. The clay 
only becomes harder under suffering, 
and God is defied more than ever. 

Bowl 5.—The throne.of the arrogant 
beast is hit. The angels with unerring 
precision are finding their appointed tar- 
gets. The kingdom of the dragon usurper 
is doomed to destruction. 

Bowl 6.—The great Euphrates flows no 
more. Like the Red Sea and the Jordan 
it must give way before the oncoming 
legions of the Eastern kings. 

Parenthetical portion number four now 
comes in between Bowls 6 and 7. As 
in the seals and the trumpet judgments, 
a pause is given between the last two, 
so here some details must now be ex- 
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plained, then the subject will be later 
resumed. 

In the sickle judgments (14:14-20), 
the divine side of Armageddon is seen. 
Now the demon side is given. What 
strange powers will array the whole 
world to dare to fight against “Almighty 
God! What mortal mind can ever con- 
ceive of such a mad idea? 

The trinity of evil, formed by the crafty 
dragon, are the arch fiends that cause 
this great insurrection against high 
Heaven. The demons, these miracle- 
working fiends of the dark abyss, are 
the slimy froglike culprits that marshal 
the armies for Armageddon’s slaughter- 
house. They gather and commission the 
monarchs of the entire world to tear the 
Man Child from the skies. They hate 
with intense dragon hate the Nazarene 
who will some day send them to their 
well-deserved doom (Mark 1:24). But 
the Advent is nigh at hand. The chal- 
lenge so long delayed is now to be ac- 
cepted. The skies are about to open for 
the Warrior Prince to appear. Heaven 
is waiting. Heaven is watching. Angels 
are, girding on their swords of righteous 
wrath. The warning of the soon-coming 
Emancipator is heard. The slain of the 
Lord shall be many. The glorious Sun 
of Righteousness is soon to break through 
the dark clouds of earth (Mal. 4:2). 

The seventh angel pours and the temple 
in Heaven continues the storm of right- 
eous wrath in punishing the world for 
its defiant, arrogant blasphemy and high- 
handed rebellion. 

The terrible crash has at last come. 
Great cities are crumbling into eternal 
ruin, never to rise on earth again. The 
earth is rocking, tossed like a cork on 
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the ocean of space. The hail is falling, 
smashing everything to atoms. The final 
end is fast approaching. The power of 
the fearful dragon is tottering. Nature 
reels and staggers like a drunken man, ‘ 
Christ will soon appear. 

Before the next parenthetical portion 
is given, the destruction of Babylon the 
Great is described. It is viewed from 
various standpoints. ‘First, God destroys 
it through the kings who are allied with 
the beast of the Roman Empire. This 
corrupt whore of the deepest dye, the 
unfaithful bride of Christ, now lies in 
utter desolation as these kings in jeal- 
ous hate seal her doom. It is not the 
demons here that instigate the kings to 
destroy the woman, but a righteous God 
who puts the burning desire into their 
hearts to carry out His will (chap. 17). 

Then follows the reaction of Heaven 
as angels rejoice over her doom. Angels 
now announce the justness of her utter 
destruction; demons take full possession 
of her dismal habitations, as this proud 
palace of the fallen queen becomes a 
menagerie of unclean spirits and hateful 
birds. They tell of her guilt and shame 
and of the sad funeral dirges which three 
great companies of her admirers shall 
Sing in lamentations as they mourn her 
loss. The kings, the merchants, and the 
mariners see the hope of their gain has 
gone. All are in tears and this world is 
changed into one vast scene of sorrow 
and tears. Though earth is sad, the: 
heavens are glad. There the jubilant 
songs are heard. Babylon’s music is 
hushed forever, but Heaven’s is just 
beginning. Sin silences ‘happy singing. 
Who could sing when the Scarlet Woman 

(Continued on page 248) 


One Christian and Television 


A personal testimony 


HE first television set in our home 

was a small one in an upstairs room, 
and I would have nothing to do with it. 
In time, a set was placed in the living 
room, only to be replaced some months 
later by a larger and clearer model. 

Due .to the weakness of an elderly, 
blind member of the family, following 
two heart attacks and the flu, it seemed 
necessary for me to remain as much of 
the time as possible downstairs, near 
at hand, during her waking hours. Part- 
time work that was being done at home 
was set up in the living room, and all 
Bible study helps and materials were 
located there. 

Over a period of months, I found my 
interest in televiewing, which began in 
a small way, to be increasing, and a 
number of programs were being followed 
quite regularly. 

Some years before this, by God’s won- 
derful grace, I had yielded myself to 


By ESTHER M. SMITH 


the Lord, and, to me, that meant ‘a 
separation from the world and the things 
of the world, such as movies, the theater, 
and the like, unto the Lord. For a num- 
ber of years He had given me oppor- 
tunities for .service, including teaching, 
until, four years before the writing of 
this testimony, He changed my service 
mainly to that of ministering to the 
blind shut-in, who had become a mem- 
ber of our household. 

The Lord does not storm at us. He 
speaks gently and lovingly, and presents 
things to us from different angles, fre- 
quently over quite a period of time. I 
found this to be His way with me in 
regard to television. Often while view- 
ing a dramatic presentation, the thought 
came, “How is this any different from 
attending a movie or the theater?” The 
liquor and tobacco commercials given 
at frequent intervals troubled me, for 
I could discern their tremendous evil 
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potentialities for influencing the young 
and impressionable. I found the pattern 
of social life prevailing in most of the 
productions to be that of the werld, 
where smoking and drinking and the 
lust of the flesh in its various mani- 
festations were the accepted thing. In 
programs where help was given to those 
in need, and those in which human in- 
terest stories were handled in different 


ways, I found that the modern concep- . 


tion of the fatherhood of God and the 
brotherhood of man prevailed, and that 
special guests and exalted personalities 
on these programs were largely the 
luminaries of the movie, television, and 
theatrical world. These things distressed 
me. 

At times during these months, there 
came to mind the teaching Ministry of 
past days when freely and wholeheart- 
edly I had presented the teachings of 
God’s Word concerning the world, and 
His expressed will that the Christian 
be separate from it. At such times I 
was challenged with the realization that 
were I then teaching, I could not still 
do this with any conviction and without 


hypocrisy, for I myself was partaking of- 


the world through television. As the 
time approached when the Lord was to 
bring me to a decision in line with His 
will, expressions in the Old Testament 
used in connection with the Nazarites 
as to the defiling of their ‘separation 
occurred to me a numer of times, and 
the realization deepened that by partak- 
ing as I was of television, I was defiling 
my separation unto the Lord. My peace 
became increasingly disturbed, 

One evening my pastor showed me a 
leaflet stressing the harm of many tele- 
vision programs to juveniles. I read it 
with conviction, for how could anything 
fraught with such evil for the children 
and young people be good for me? What 
right had I, then, to participate in it? 

During devotions the following morn- 
ing, the Holy Spirit—faithful Counselor! 
—dealt with me in power in the matter. 
In connection with special services led 
by a visiting Bible teacher, who was to 
conclude his ministry to us that day, a 
group of us women had planned to sing, 
“Is Your All on the Altar?” My heart 
was searched with the question as to 
how I could sing that sincerely unless 
this matter of television were settled. 
In addition to these other considerations 


there was a Spirit-wrought longing in. 


my heart for an unshadowed, unhindered 
fellowship with my Lord—to be truly 
His handmaid, “in His hand for His 
pleasure.” The Lord, blessed be His 
name forever, won the victory! I de- 
cided to take a stand in my home against 
worldly television presentations. 

This decision. was not without its prob- 
lems and difficulties. It meant a greatly 
curtailed fellowship in the home. It 
meant that I should have to make ar- 
rangements for my part-time work and 
study materials, other than continuing 
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with them in the living room. (The next 
day these things were moved to a small 
room on the second floor—truly an 
“upper room” to me.) A precious seal 
to the victory won in the secret place 
was the morning message by the visit- 
ing servant of the Lord—one of the 
strongest messages I have ever heard, 
and it had to do mainly with televi- 
sion! My heart rejoiced throughout the 
message, and virtually sang repeated 
“Amens!” The Lord has restored to me 
the joy of His salvation and has made 
possible again a teaching ministry to 
women, which can now be full and free. 

As.a result of this spiritual exercise 
regarding television, there has emerged 
for me, this rule: To forego any pro- 
gram on television that I would not, as 
a Christian separated unto the Lord, 
attend in person. 

Great is His faithfulness in dealing 
with His loved ones! Great was His 
faithfulness to me!. 


Moorestown, N. J. 


Dr. Keith L. Brooks 


N TUESDAY morning, February 23, 
Dr. Keith Leroy Brooks, president 
and editor of Prophecy Monthly, went 
to be with the Lord. He was born ex- 
actly sixty-seven years before, on Feb- 
ruary 23, 1887, at Norwich, N. Y. 
Keith Brooks was converted while he 
was covering an evangelistic campaign 
as a reporter for the Norwich Sun. He 
then decided to devote his life to Chris- 
tian service and studied at the Practical 
Bible Training School, Binghamton, N. Y. 
He served for a time as a member of its 
faculty and editor of its magazine, and 
then was called to the Bible Institute 
of Los Angeles, where he edited the 
King’s Business from 1917 to 1928. He 
then founded Prophecy Monthly and was 
its editor for over twenty-five years. 
Dr. Brooks edited twenty-three Bible 
study courses, wrote fifty books on Bible 
themes, innumerable tracts and pam- 
phlets, and composed words and music 
for some one hundred Gospel songs. 
At the time of his death Dr. Brooks 
was a trustee of the Fuller Evangelistic 
Foundation and Pacific coast representa- 
tive of the American Board of Missions 
to the Jews. He is survived by his be- 
loved companion and co-laborer, Laura 
W. Brooks; a daughter, Pauline Bartosch 
of Charlotte, N. C.; a brother, Dr. Paul 
B. Brooks of Montgomery, N. Y.; and a 
sister, Mrs. Paul McClelland of Mandan, 
N. Dak. He was a member of the Eagle 
Rock Baptist Church, Los Angeles, and 
taught the Men’s Bible class at the Com- 
munity Covenant Church of Eagle Rock. 
It is expected that the American Pro- 
phetic League and Prophecy Monthly 
will continue under the consecrated 
leadership of Mrs. Brooks and the 
League’s staff. The attractive, pocket- 
size magazine is well known as a sound 
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exponent of Bible prophecy and it con- 
tains much news of interest to Christian 
people. The American Prophetic League 
(Box BB, Eagle Rock Station, Los An- 
geles 41), a nonprofit corporation, has 
sent thousands of books, tracts, and 
pamphlets to missionaries in various 
fields, and each month over four thou- 
sand copies of Prophecy Monthly are 
mailed through the Missionary Gift 
Subscription Fund to as many mission- 
aries. 

Dr. Brooks will be greatly missed as 
one of the sound and effective Christian 
leaders of our generation. 


sg 


Sailing on Quiet Waters 
With the Christian Fellowship Tour 


NE of the unusual and pleasant fea- 

tures of the Christian Fellowship 
Tour to Alaska is to sail on the Inside 
Passage—sea water, but as calm as a 
lake. The S.S. Chilcotin, which jis the 
home of the party for ten days, follows 
the west coast of British Columbia, 
northward, behind a natural barrier of 
islands, which break the winds and the 
groundswell of the Pacific Ocean. From 
the deck of the steamer the passengers 
can see, near at hand, the beautiful for- 
ests of spruce and other evergreens 
which come down to the water’s edge; 
and, far away on the heights, they see 
sunlit, upland meadows, and the glis- 
tening snow on the mountain peaks. 
Gulls follow the ship, wild ducks skit- 
ter across the green water, and occa- 
Sionally bald eagles, with their brown 
bodies and white heads and tails, soar 
above the forest green or perch on some 
high point of observation. As _ the 
steamer moves through the quiet water, 
passengers may play deck games, or en- 
joy the ever-changing views from their 
deck chairs. 

Every day the Chilcotin docks at dif- 
ferent ports, along the coast of British 
Columbia and Southeastern Alaska. 
There is time for the members of the 
party to visit salmon canneries, museums, 
interesting shops, and old churches and 
missions. There is a variety of quaint, 
Alaskan souvenirs which visitors may 
purchase for their families and friends 
at home. 


From Skagway, the northernmost point 
of the steamer voyage, the party will 
travel by the White Pass and Yukon 
narrow-gauge railroad to Lake Bennett, 
over the “Trail of ’98,” with a stop for 
luncheon. Later, the stekmer goes into 
Glacier Bay, where there are floating 
icebergs and the Muir Glacier. 

Full information will be found in an 
attractive, illustrated folder on the 
Christian Fellowship Tour, which may 
be had upon request from Dr. Philip E. 
Howard, Jr., The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia. 5. 
The. Editor will accompany the party. 
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Me Gere A Rides Ue and Meech 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





CTOR GOLLANCZ is a prominent 

London publisher, a Jew who is 

deeply interested in the Christian 
faith and pre-eminently in our Lord, yet 
‘who cannot bring himself to confess 
faith in Christ as Saviour. An auto- 
biographical letter to“his grandson in 
four hundred pages (reviewed in the 
Hebrew-Christian Quarterly) gives his 
meditations on both Judaism and Chris- 
tianity. Of the first, he believes that it 
has failed in its institutional and tradi- 
tional form. “It is important—with what 
an importance!—mainly as the parent of 
Christianity.” 

The New Testament he calls “the 
greatest book in the world.” Of our 
Lord, he says: “The reality for me is 
that I adore Christ. Whatever may be 
the truth about the Gospel story, .what- 
ever may be the metaphysics of the 
matter, He lives and reigns for me eter- 
nally. And whether or not I should 
hesitate to call Him Lord, I can assuredly 
call Him Master, 

“Christ’s teaching has made an impact 
of the utterly true. Christ’s personality 
has made the impact of the utterly ador- 
able. Christ’s living and dying have made 
an impact of the utterly good.” 

One who can write thus is not far from 
the Kingdom. 

Mr. Gollancz, in writing of Judaism, 
gives an illustration of what Paul called 
“zeal . . . but not according to knowl- 
edge.” He said that on the great day 
of Atonement, members of his family 
were not allowed to clean their teeth 
for fear a drop of water might be swal- 
lowed and thus the fast broken. 


Ecumenical Intrigues.—According to 
the German Jesuit, Max Pribilla, Bishop 
Brent, in 1926, proposed to the Pope that 
the Faith and Order Conference of the 
Federal Council should be held in Rome, 
the Pope to be its president (Um kirch- 
liche Einheit, p. 211, quoted in Reforma- 
tion, 1, 211). 

Credo, the Roman Catholic organ in 
Sweden, in congratulating its co-religion- 
ists on the attendance of four Roman 
Catholic “observers” at the Lund Con- 
ference, commented: 

“It may indeed be asked how far the 
efforts to promote ecumenicity in the 
Protestant world would ever have come 
into being if the Roman Catholic Church, 
by means of its clear doctrine concern- 
ing the one and only Church of Christ 
and its strong and uniform organization, 
did not remind it of this necessity. Rome 
is now regarded (by Protestants) as a 
true Christian church. . .. This-is a real, 
important ecumenical progress. We all 
should rejoice in it.” 

The Commission Report on the Lund 


Conference discusses Mariolatry in sixty- 
six pages. Four theologians—Roman, 
Greek Orthodox, Anglican, and Re- 
formed — participated. The Anglican 
stated that “a prayer is only complete 
if it mentions the Virgin Mary”; others 
said that “never to think of God without 
Mary and never of Mary without God” 
was a safe rule. The outvoted Reformed 
theologian had objections, but felt it 
“reasonable that we should ask Mary, 
Peter, and Paul to pray for us.” 

The only importance of ali this is that 
the Conference on Faith and Order is 
a section, or function, of the World 
Council of Churches, 


“They were eating and _ drinking, 
marrying and giving in marriage, ... 
and knew not until the flood- came, and 
took them all away; so shall also the 
coming of the Son of man be.” 

The Wall Street Journal for Septem- 
ber 13 gives a vivid picture of this end- 
of-the-age society. Scene, Las Vegas in 
the Nevada desert. Of the Golden Nug- 
get, “largest gambling house in the 
world,” Jake Kozloff says, “A door count 
for 24 hours indicated 40,000 people en- 
tering.” Abe Schiller of the Flamingo 
boasted a 25 per cent increase over 1952. 

The Boulder Club has 150 slot ma- 
chines, two roulette tables, seven black 
jack tables, four crap tables, plus poker 
and race-horse keno. 

The yearly number of visitors to Las 
Vegas is seven million, spending forty- 
three million dollars on gambling and 
ten million dollars on drink. The Wall 
Street Journal calls it “a betting and 
frolicking industry,” sees in it profit— 
this great organ of Mammon. 

In Noah’s day they were marrying and 
giving in marriage. So in Las Vegas to- 
day. The Flamingo gambling hell has 
a chapel with a wedding service direc- 
tor, “available twenty-four hours a day.” 
Neon lights advertise “Candle light serv- 
ice by the minister of your choice. Organ 
music, ten dollars. A wedding you'll 
always remember.” 

“Weddings run about six to one di- 
vorce.” “We're the wedding capital of 
the country.” 

John Angus, owner of the Hitching 
Post Wedding Chapel, says the best 
hours for the wedding trade are be- 
tween 5 and 7 p.m. “People want to get 
married in time to catch a show on the 
Strip.” “Fee, ten dollars for use of 
chapel. . . . No waiting period, or phys- 
ical exam. Ministers on call, day and 
night, like doctors, but a minister can’t 
marry people here unless he’s well-estab- 
lished and the head of a going church. 
Phonies and promoters are kept out.” 


By ERNEST GORDON 


They knew not, poor silly things, un- 
til the Flood came and took them all] 
away. So shall it be at the perhaps-not-. 
distant end. 


The Pocket Testament League now has 
six sound trucks, fully equipped, in 
Korea. The sixth was the gift of the 
Brookdale (N. J.) Baptist Church, its 
second gift. Here is a recent picture 
of this ministry: 

“A quarter of a million Gospels of 
John in Korean were distributed to 
Republic of Korea soldiers in a front- 
line invasion by two Pocket Testament 
League teams in November. Commis- 
Sioned by General Taylor and President 
Rhee, the two teams worked literally 
day and night in winter weather, to 
cover the entire United Nations front 
lines, which stretch 155 miles across the 
Korean peninsula within five miles of 
the Communists. As many as twelve 
evangelistic meetings were held on a 
single day, often to 2,500 soldiers, Vir- 
tually every Republic of Korea soldier 
on the front lines received John’s Gos- 
pel, save a few on inaccessible outposts. 
Thousands asked to be enrolled in the 
follow-up correspondence course.” 


A terrible blow has fallen on the New 
Tribes Mission. Fourteen of their 
trainees in California lost their’ lives 
fighting fire last year. Twenty-two or- 
phan children are left besitie their 
widowed mothers! This is the third 
mass disaster which has befallen this 
devoted mission, the other two having 
been plane crashes in 1950, with twenty- 
one and sixteen deaths respectively. 


Dr. Dryden Phelps is grandson of the 
old saint, S. Dryden Phelps, whose, 
hymn, “Saviour, Thy dying love,” is 
well remembered. For thirty years he 
has been on the payroll of Northern Bap- 
tists in China. Whenever his evangel- 
ical standing has been called in ques- 
tion the answer from officialdom has 
been indignant protest. 

Now the mask is thrown aside. Dr. 
Phelps is in Southern California as pas- 
tor of the Church for the Fellowship 
of All People, his assistant minister be- 
ing from the Unitarian Seminary in 
Berkeley. The hymnal is the official 
Unitarian one. Dr. Phelps speaks with 
extravagant appreciation of the Com- 
munists of China. “They have a pro- 
found respect for Jesus.” Liturgical 
dancing is a popular feature of this 
inter-racial, Unitarian-slanted ‘church, 
Dance Vespers being held in which pre- 
sumably white, blacks, and Orientals 
take part indiscriminately. 

Are there also prayer meetings in 
which they also all take part? 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 1. APRIL 4. JESUS’ INTERCESSORY PRAYER 


John 17; printed text, verses 9-23 
Golden Text.—Whatsoever-ye shall ask in my name, that will | do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.—John 14:13 


THE KiInc JAMES VERSION 

John 17:9 I pray for them: I pray not for the world, but 
for them which thou hast given me; for they are thine. 

10 And all mine are thine, and thine are mine; and I am 
glorified in them. 

11 And now I am no more in the world, but these are in 
the world, and I come to thee. Holy Father, keep through 
thine own name those whom thou hast given me, that they 
may be one, as we are, 

12 While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name: those that thou gavest me I have kept, and none of 
them is lost, but the’son of perdition; that the scripture might 
be fulfilled. 

13 And now come I to thee; and these things I speak in 
the world, that they might have my joy fulfilled in them- 
selves. 

14 I have given them thy word; and the world hath hated 
them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not 
of the world. 

15 I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, 
but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. 


16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

17 Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

18 As“thou hast sent me into the world, even so have I 
also sent them into the world. : 

19 And for their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also 
might be sanctified through the truth. 

20 Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which 
Shall believe on me through their word; 

21 That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, 
and I in thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world 
may believe that thou hast sent me. 

22 And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; 
that they may be one, even as we are one: 

23 I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast 
sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 

N THE opening paragraph of his work 
I on the seventeenth chapter of John’s 

Gospel (recently republished by 
Moody Press under the title, “Our Lord 
Prays for His Own,” $4), Marcus Rains- 
ford says: “This chapter is emphatically 
the Lord’s prayer. That which we com- 
monly call the Lord’s prayer He taught 
His disciples, but did not use Himself. 
.. . This prayer, on the other hand, is 
His own—His disciples were not invited 
to unite in it; it was a prayer they did 
not and could not utter.” 

On one occasion at least, our Lord’s 
own praying evoked the request from the 
disciples that He teach them to pray 
(Luke 11:1). On that and other occa- 
sions He gave them valuable instruction 
in the satred art, but just hearing Him 
pray was one of the most effective means 
of teaching them. I once read of a musi- 
cian who wished to be a pupil of Pade- 
rewski. His lessons consisted of listening 
to the great master at practice. Many 
of .us have learned much concerning 
prayer by listening to others who were 
advanced in this holy occupation. What 
a privilege was the disciples’ to hear 
Jesus pray—and especially to hear Him 
pray this prayer, in such a situation! 

His public ministry was over. His 
instructions to His disciples had been 
given, so far as they were able to re- 
ceive them, the rest being left to the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter. Immediately 


before Him were Gethsemane, Gabbatha, 
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and Golgotha, Before the shadows would 
completely close in on Him, He had this 
one more season of sweet converse with 
the Father. How filial, and how inti- 
mate! How submissive, and how confi- 
dent! There is nothing of the struggle 
of Gethsemane here. It would seem as 
if the spirit of the Lord for this blessed 
moment leaped beyond the cross and the 
grave, and anticipated the glory, asking, 
for Himself and for His disciples, the 
fruit of His travail. Because of this an- 
ticipatory character, this has been called 
the High Priestly prayer. Certainly in 
it we catch an echo of the mighty inter- 
cessions which our High Priest pours out 
for us before the Throne. 

The book which I mentioned in the 
opening paragraph I heartily recommend 
to all readers of this lesson. 


Verse by Verse 

John 17:9.—‘“I pray for them ... which 
thou hast given me...” Having prayed 
for Himself (v. 5), our Lord turns His 
thought to His own—His by the gift of 
the Father, and His by purchase of blood. 
God loved the world (John 3:16), and 
Christ died as the world’s sin-bearer 
(John 1:29), but He is the High Priest 
of His own people. 

Verse 10.—“. .. mine are thine, and 
thine are mine; and I am glorified in 
them.” Community of*ownership in- 
deed! We cannot be God’s unless we 
are Christ’s, and being Christ’s makes 
us God's. 

Verse 11.—“. . . these are in the world, 
... keep through thine own name those 
whom thou hast given me.. .” Jesus 
knew that “in the world,” with all its 


antagonism and allurements, His people 
would need divine keeping. The “world” 
which had hounded Him to the cross 
would be no friend to His followers. 


Verse 12.—“. _. Ik&ept them . . . those 
that thou gavest me I have kept .. .” 
The word “kept,” which appears twice 
in this verse, is used to translate two 
different Greek verbs. The first means 
“to preserve,” and the second “to guard.” 
The second is an explanation of the first. 
Christ “kept” His disciples by standing 
as personal guard over them. Will the 
Father do less? 


Verse 13.—“. . . these things I speak . . . 
that they might have my joy fulfilled 
in themselves.” See 15:11. Surely the 
knowledge that we are so kept, so 
guarded, should fill us with joy. But 
our joy does not come from ourselves, 
but from our Lord, in whom is all our 
help. 

Verse 14.—“I -have given them thy 
word; . . . they are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.” There 
is certainly a relation between “I have 
given them thy word,” and “they are 
not of the world.” It is a matter of cause 
and effect. Now we sustain the same re- 
lation to the world that our Lord does. 
See 1 John 4:17. 

Verse 15.—“I pray not... out of the 
world, but ... from the evil.” There are 
both discipline and ministry for us in 
the world, so it is not withdrawal] from 
the world that we need, but preservation 
from the evil (one) while we are in it. 

Verse 16.—“They are not of the world, 
even as I am not of the world.” A repe- 
tition of the statement in verse 14, only 
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given in more categorical fashion. So 
Christ identifies us with Himself. 

Verse 17.—“Sanctify them through thy 
truth: thy word is truth.” This sanctifica- 
tion is a progressive, experiential setting 
apart of the life to God, with consequent 
increasing likeness to Him—wrought in 
us by the operation of His Word as we 
allow it to possess and control us. 

Verse 18.—“As thou hast sent me... 
so have I also sent them ... .” In verse 
16 we have a common alienation from 
the world with Christ. Here we see that 
we have a common mission with Him to 
the world. We are not in the world by 
accident, nor yet by choice, but by ap- 
pointment. F 

Verse 19.—“And for their sakes I sanc- 
tify myself, that they also might be sanc- 
tified through the truth.” Christ’s con- 
secration (for such is the sense of His 
sanctification) is for our sakes in two 
respects—for our salvation, and as our 
pattern. 

Verse 20.—“. . . for them also which 
shall believe on me through their word.” 
This prayer of Christ reached beyond 
His immediate disciples to the entire 
succession of believers, including you 
and me. 

Verse 21.—“That they all may be one; 

. that the world may believe that 
thou hast sent me.” The unity of the 
saints is after the order of the oneness 
of the Father and the Son in the God- 
head. One would scarcely believe it 
now, but one day it will be demonstrated. 
But the more of it we show now, the 
more effectual is the testimony to the 
world. 

Verse 22.—‘And the glory which thou 
gavest me I have given them; that they 
may be one .. .” What glory is this 
that contributes to the unity of the 
saints? Is it not the divine nature be- 
stowed upon us, even as upon the hu- 
manity of our Lord? Here is a thought 
of wonder! 

Verse 23.—“I in them, and thou in me, 
that they may be made perfect in one 
... that the world may know... .” 
Notice that the unity spoken of is purely 
spiritual, and all the more real for that. 
“Union” can be very artificial, covering 
up.a great deal of disunity, but this unity 
of the divine indwelling drowns all dif- 
ferences of name or sign. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The fact that our Lord prays for His 
own is an exceedingly precious thought. 
The revelation of what He prays for us 
is still more wonderful. By this we 
know the care of His heart for us, and 
we know the divine intention for the 
people of God. This prayer of our Lord’s 
contains four distinct petitions on behalf 
of His redeemed ones—not the apostolic 
band only, but the believers of the en- 
tire age (v. 20). 

First, Jesus prays for the safekeeping 
of His own (vs. 11-16). We who once 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
13. March 28.—Jesus’ Strengthens His 


PD Ba coscckecerets John 15 and 16 


Next Week’s Lesson 


2. (15) April 11.—Betrayal and Cruci- 
fixion John 18 and 19; 21:15 








were “of the world” have been chosen 
out of the world (15:19) and sent into 
the world on a divine mission (17:18). 
Now a world that had only a cross for 
our Lord will have. no easy way for us. 
Our Lord does not propose to withdraw 
us from the world (v. 15), or exempt us 
from its opposition, but He prays that 
we will not fall prey to the Evil One, 
“the prince of this world.” He had stood 
as personal sentinel over His little group 
of followers while He was with them in 
the flesh (v. 12). Now that He was leav- 
ing this world He committed them, and 
us, to the effectual keeping of the Father 
(see 10:29). So Peter could make his 
boast later that we are “kept by the 
power of God” (1 Pet. 1:5). 

The second item in the prayer is for 
our Sanctification (vs. 17-19). The basic 
thought in this word is separation unto 
sacred purposes. Now the Lord had 
sanctified Himself to the will of the 
Father for the purposes of redemption. 
He says this was for our sakes, and we 
can see that this is so in two ways. First, 
it was to secure our salvation; second, 
it was to give us a pattern of sanctifi- 
cation, or consecration.’ Now He asks the 
Father to work in us such consecration 
as He Himself had exhibited, and the 
means He suggests is the Word. And 
indeed, as we allow the Word of God 
to dwell in us, it operates a progressive 








Questions for Teacher ‘and Class 
By J.'C. Macaulay, D.D. 
N WHAT two occasions did Jesus 
give His disciples the Lord’s 
Prayer? 

2. What is the difference between the 
Lord’s Prayer, and the prayer in our 
lesson? 

3. What was the occasion of the prayer 
of John 17? 

4. Why is this prayer sometimes called 
the High Priestly prayer? 

5. What is the first petition in the High 
Priestly prayer? 

6. What four requests does our Lord 
make for His own in this prayer? 

7. What was our Lord’s method of 
keeping the disciples while He was with 
them? S 

8. Why did Christ not want His dis- 
ciples taken out of the world? 

9. In respect of what three things are 
standards set for us in this prayer? 

10. Why is the unity of the saints so 
important? : 

(Answers on page 245) 
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separation of our whole spirit and soul 
and body to the will and purposes of 
God. The results are seen in increasing 
moral purity and likeness to Christ. 

The third petition is “that they all may 
be one” (vs. 20-23). Notice the pattern 
of the unity sought. It is such as exists 
in the Godhead, between the Father 
and the Son (v. 21). See Christ’s own 
contribution to that unity—bestowing 
upon us His own glory received from 
the Father (v. 22). The means by which 
this unity is realized is Christ’s indwell- 
ing in us as the Father indwells Him 
(v. 23). The effect of such unity is the 
effectiveness of the testimony in the 
world (vs. 21, 23). A unity so precious 
in the eyes of the Lord should be a real 
concern to us. 

Finally, the Lord prays for the glori- 
fication of His own (v. 24). And how 
are we to be glorified? By being with 
the Lord, and beholding His glory. Is 
not that glory enough? But the wonder- 
ful thing is that He wants us to share 
what we béhold, and in measure as we 
share His sufferings here, we shall share 
His glory there (Rom. 8:17). 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. Prayer for His people’s security (John 
17: 9-15) 

2. Prayer for His people’s sanctity (vs. 
16-19) 

3. Prayer for His people’s unity (vs. 20- 
23) 

4. Prayer for His people’s glory (v. 24) 


Topics for Development 


In Thy name. A better rendering of 
our Lord’s prayer in verse 11 is: “Keep 
them in thy namé which thou gavest 
me”; and of His claim in verse 12: “I 
kept them in thy name which thou 
gavest me.” Now what name has God 
given His Son? Why, His own name, the 
“name which is above every name” 
(Phil. 2:9).° Although on earth He bore 
the humble name of Jesus, He knew that 
the ineffable name of the Godhead be- 
longed to Him. Now when He kept His 
disciples “in thy name which thou hast 
given me,” He was not only keeping 
them on behalf of God or as God’s rep- 
resentative, but He was keeping these 
men in God by keeping them attached to 
Himself. So when He prays that the 
Father will keep them “in thy name 
which thou hast given me,” He prays 
not merely that God will take over on 
His own responsibility, but that He will 
keep these men “in the Father and the 
Son.” For the name stands for the 
person—and in this case for the persons 
who bear the glorious name in common. 
So what the Lord is asking is not merely 
that His people be kept, but that they be 
kept abiding in the Father and in the 
Son. 

Standards. The standard of Christian 
separation is given in verse 16—“even 
as I.” The standard.of Christian mission 
is given in verse 18—“as . . . me.” The 
standard of Christian unity is given in 
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Lesson for April 4 


verse 22—“even as we.” These are high 
standards! 


Personal Applications 

Learn of Christ to pray. If we fol- 
lowed more in His steps with regard to 
prayer we should be more like Him in 
other aspects. 

Learn of Christ what to pray. From 
His prayers we can know the mind of 
God without doubt. 

Learn of Christ when to pray. There 
will not be many times left when we are 
not praying. 

Learn of Christ how to pray. The sub- 
missiveness, the confidence, the simplic- 
ity, the earnestness of His prayers should 
steal into ours. 

Learn of Christ the sequel to prayer, 
Always His prayers marked another 
stretch in the pathway of obedience. 


Golden Text 

John 14:13—*. . . in my name, that 
will I do, that the Father may be glori- 
fied in the Son.” Notice the new basis 
of prayer—“in -my name”; the new as- 
surance ‘in prayer—“that will I do”; the 
new goal in prayer—‘“that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.” True 
prayer, then, will honor His name; seek 
to do only what is in perfect accord with 
His character, and have as ultimate ob- 
jective the glory of God. 

ELMuursT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin, Harris e 


SuGcEsTteD HYMNS 
“Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Ever- 
blessed God, our Heavenly Father, we 
rejoice in Thy power to keep those who 
trust Thy Son. May His great prayer 
for His own which we are now to study 
be abundantly answered in our experi- 
ence and in that of all Christians on 
earth today. Teach us how to pray in 
the Saviour’s name, and to bear the 
needs of others on our hearts in prayer 
as He bore our needs in prayer to Thee. 
Help us to seek of Thee those things 
Thou dost delight to give Thy children. 
Help us to do what we can to spread 
the knowledge of Christ to all people. 
Be merciful, O Father, to all sufferers, 
and to sinners give repentance and a 
saving faith, To leaders of men give 
humility, honesty, compassion, and wis- 
dom to know with strength to do the 
right. Guide, guard, and use us to serve 
our Saviour this and every day, forgiv- 
ing our sins for His dear sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—This prayer of our 
Lord we have studied is a family con- 
cern. Christ, the Son of God, prays to 
His Father about the family of believers. 
And not only this prayer of Christ for 
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us, but all our praying as Christians is 
a family matter. The Golden Text shows 
us that: “Whatsoever ye shall ask in my 
name, that will I do.” This asking in 
Christ’s name makes Christian prayer 
a family thing. 

Look at it this way. There are three 
of us now in our family, Mother, Dad, 
and our youngest son. In our city are 
two department stores at which I have 
monthly charge accounts. Any one of 
the three of the family may buy and 





“‘In His Name’’ Means You Must 
BE FAMILY 
SERVE IN His CAUSE 
ASK WILL 
TRUST STANDING 
charge on my account at either store. 
When my wife or boy buys something 
and charges it, they ask for what they 
want in my name. But for this arrange- 
ment to work, certain things are essen- 
tial. First, it must be limited to the 
family. The person who gets something 
on my account has to belong to my fam 
ily. So, also, to ask something in the 


name of Christ, when we pray, we must 
belong to the family of Christ’s people. 
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Further, the privilege of using my charge 
account belongs to my family because 
we all have the family interests at heart, 
and there is such mutual interest and 
mutual understanding that mother and 
son both know what may be properly 
charged i& my name as carrying my ap- 
proval. What is charged is bought with 
due regard to my will and a mutual re- 
gard for our common interests. So to 
pray in Christ’s name requires that we 
have a common interest with Him and 
His cause, also that we have knowledge 
of what is in His will, what can be asked 
with His approval. Last of all, note 
that to make a purchase on my account, 
or in my name, requires that mother or 
son ask for the article relying upon me, 
not on themselves, as having the neces- 
Sary credit standing with the firm. And 
asking in Christ’s name means asking 
in dependence upon Him and His stand- 
ing with the Father in Heaven, not 
upon ourselves. So, if you belong to 
Christ, have His interests at heart, know 
His mind and will and are relying not 
on your standing with Heaven, but His, 
then you can pray in His name and get 
answers, 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN. 


THE SAINT'S RELATION TO THE WORLD 
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“Ye shine ag lights IN the world.” 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“| pray for them: I pray not for the 
world .. .” (John 17:9).—The world 
hated, despised, persecuted, rejected 
Him; and was about to crucify Him. He 
was not disinterested in the world. He 
was sent to be “the Saviour of the world.” 
He was going to offer Himself in sacri- 
fice, “that the world through him might 
be saved” (John 3:17). He was soon to 
commission His own to go “into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every 
creature”; but here He is not praying for 
the world, but for those whom the 
Father gave Him out of the world, 

They, being the Father's love gift to 
Him, are precious in His sight. Then, 
too, they were the ones who “believed” 
and “received” the Father’s “word” and 
“words,” 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade -C. Smith 
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He prays for such because they are 
the Father’s as well as His. Father and 
Son had mutual ownership of them, so 
to speak. And they aré those in whom 
Christ is “glorified.” The measure in 
which He is seen in His people is the 
measure in which He is glorified before 
the world. Moreover, He was about to 
leave them, so He prays the Father to 
keep them from the evil in the world. 

We have another reminder of the deity 
of our Lord in His statement: “All mine 
are thine, and thine are mine.” Martin 
Luther is credited with saying: “Any- 
one might just say to God, ‘All that is 
mine is Thine,’ but no created being 
could go on to say, ‘And all that is Thine 
is mine.’” Only one on an equality with 
God could truthfully say such a thing. 

“And for their sakes I sanctify myself 

. .’ (John 17:19).—This is the verse 
that satisfies me that the word sanctifica- 
tion does not mean “the eradication of 
the root principle of‘sin’—for the Lord 
Jesus was intrinsically holy, absolutely 
sinless. It is blasphemy to charge Him 
With possession of the root principle of 
sin. Yet this thoroughly holy Person 
says, “I sanctify myself’! What does He 
mean? It is clear from the setting of 
the verse. He is about to leave the 
world and return to the Father. He is 
setting Himself apart as Priest and Ad- 
vocate of His people, that they might be 
sanctified—set apart—through the truth. 
He tells us what He meant by “the 
truth,” for He says to the Father, “Thy 
word is truth” (v. 17). 

Our Lord’s present ministry in Heaven 
is to “sanctify and cleanse it [the 
Church] with the washing of water by 
the word” (Eph. 5:26). 

When it is remembered that the Tab- 
ernacle and all its furniture was “sanc- 
tified” and that a farmer in Israel could 
sanctify unto the Lord a part of a field 
(Lev. 27:16), it will be seen that the 
word means “to set apart” for a special 
purpose. 

I called on a waman who was on the 
verge of a nervous breakdown because 
she could not become sanctified in the 
sense of getting rid of the Adamic nature 
in her. What a relief of mind it was 
to her to hear what the Scriptures really 
taught on that subject! 

As has often been pointed out, sanc- 
tification has two aspects, viz.: “posi- 
tional” and “practical.” Positionally, all 
believers are “sanctified thrdugh the of- 
fering of the body of Jesus Christ once 
for all” (Heb. 10:10; 13:12). And we 
are practically sanctified when we allow 
the Lord Jesus, by the Spirit, to apply 
His Word to our motives, thoughts, 
words, and deeds. 

“  . for them also which shall be- 
lieve on me .. .” (John 17:20).—That 
makes His intercessory prayer include 
all believers today! How precious to go 
over the prayer with this in mind! We 
hear Him tell the Father His precious 
thoughts about us. Satan can hear, an- 
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gels may marvel, but believers rejoice 
in this prayer. 

Notice, in passing, the way of salva- 
tion as given by the Lord in this verse: 
“them also which shall believe on me 
through their word.” The apostles are 
primarily in mind in this prayer; but 
soon after they preach and write the 
Word, and we believe on the Lord Jesus 
through their testimony, and we are 
saved! (Acts 16:31.) 

One of the most striking examples of 
believing “on me through their word” 
was told by Dr. Ironside. A friend of 
his wanted to be saved and have the as- 
surance of it. He got down on his knees 
in his home and prayed: “O God, if 
it is possible for a man to be sure he 
has eternal life show it to me now from 
Thine own Word; but if it is not pos- 
sible, show me that, and I will leave it 
with Thee. He opened the Bible to 1 
John 5:10 and read: “He that believeth 
not God hath made him a liar; because 
he believeth not the record that God 
gave of his Son.” He said: “I don’t 
want’ to make Him a liar, but I don’t 
know what that record is.” He looked 
at the next verse, and read, “And this 
is the record .,. .” He put his thumb 
down on the remainder of the verse, and 
shut his eyes and prayed: “O God, 
I have just been reading that if a man 
does not believe the record that Thou 
hast given of Thy Son, he makes Thee 
a liar; I don’t want to make Thee a liar, 
but I don’t know what the record is. I 
suppose I have it under my thumb. I 
am going to lift my thumb, and when 
I do, help me to believe whatever I find 
thére, because I do not want to make 
Thee a liar.” 

He almost dreaded to lift his thumb, 
but finally did, and read, “And this is 
the record, that God hath given to us 
eternal life, and this life is in his Son.” 
“Oh,” he said, “blessed be God! Then 
right here and now I can know!” And 
his faith was confirmed as he read, “He 
that hath the Son hath life...” He 
saw it was just a question of receiving 
Him. He came into peace, and for years 
preached this same truth to others. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, prayer stands at the top 

of the list as an instrument of power. 
James 5:16 says, “The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much.” If the prayer of a mere man 
can do that, what must be the power in 
the prayers of Jesus Christ! Wherever 
you find, in the Bible record, Jesus pray- 
ing, you will note that it was with great 
earnestness—pouring .out His heart to 
God the Father. He would go up into 
the mountain and spend the whole night 
in prayer. Once He took Peter, James, 
and John with Him to pray on the moun- 
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tain (The Transfiguration). Not many 
of His prayers are recorded, but those 
that are were nearly all interceding for 
others, 

In our lesson today we have the long- 
est recording of ‘any of Jesus’ prayers. 
All of the twenty-six verses of the sev- 
enteenth chapter of John are taken up 
with it. It is the greatest of all prayers 
ever recorded, and it was concerned with 
you and me! He began with praying 
for His disciples there with Him, but 
before He closed His prayer, He said, 
“Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me 
through their word,” and that is where 
you and I come into the picture, if we 
have qualified for it by accepting Him 
as our Saviour. 

And when He said, “I pray not that 
thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil,” He was asking the 
Heavenly Father to make it possible for 
you and me to live right where we are 
—and to live right. If we are to have 
the satisfaction of being of some force 
in the world we must live and move 
among peoplé: We are bound to find 
ourselyes frequently in an evil atmos- 
phere and the temptation will be strong 
to think as others think, to talk as others 
talk, and to act as others do. Being 
human we are susceptible, and unless 
we are spiritually safeguarded we will 
certainly fall. Jesus our Saviour and 
Intercessor foresaw all this and not only 
made provision to protect us in it, but 
He continues to do so. “Wherefore he 
is able also to save them to the utter- 
most that come unto God by-him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for 
them” (Heb. 7:25). 

And I think, fellows, if you can get 
this one big thought out of Jesus’ great 
prayer, and keep it in mind, you will 
be able to steer a steady and safe course 
through life, bearing rich fruit to your 
Master, even in the midst of an evil 
world. . 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
we 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY, let us put on the chart the 

seven “I AM’s” that Jesus said, which 
we find recorded in the Gospel of John. 
(1) “I am the bread of life,” (2) “I am 
the light of the ‘world,”*(3) “I am the 
door,” (4) “I am the good shepherd,” 
(5) “I am the resurrection, and the life,” 
(6) “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life,” (7) “I am the true vine.” 

We did not have time to speak of Him 
as the “true vine” last Sunday, as we 
were thinking especially of the Holy 
Spirit. Let us read John 15:1-8 before 
we turn to today’s chapter. The subject 
of these verses is fruitbearing. Under 
the figure of a vine and its branches, 
Christ explained to His disciples that 
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they could not bear any fruit excepting 
when abiding in Him. To abide in Him 
means to allow nothing in our lives that 
would separate us from Him. It is the 
Holy Spirit who enables us to abide in 
Christ, so we should try not to grieve 
Him. The fruit of the Spirit is love, 
joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith, meekness, and self-con- 
trol as we learn in Galatians 5:22, 23. 
If these lovely things are seen in our 
lives, God will be glorified. 

After the Lord Jesus finished saying 
to His disciples all the precious words 
found in chapters 14, 15, and 16, He 
allowed them to hear His prayer to the 
Father. What a sacred privilege it was 
for them to hear their Saviour pray! 
They knew that He had often gone away 
to pray to God in secret, and He had 
given them a model prayer for their use, 
but now they were to get a glimpse of 
the fellowship that existed between God 
the Father and God the Son, which had 
existed from all past eternity. And this 
prayer was largely about them! Even 
we are included! 

Read John 17:1-3. See the importance 
of knowing God and knowing Christ. 
Our Saviour says, “This is life eternal.” 
All the people in the world may be 
divided into one of two groups, those 
who know God, and those who do not 
know Him. Only those who know God 
have eternal life. Back in the first chap- 
ter of John we read, “He was in the 
world, and the world was made by him, 
and the world knew him not.” Here 
again in John 17:25, Jesus- says, “The 
world hath not known thee.” The only 
way to get to know God is through Jesus 
Christ whom He hath sent. Do you 
know Him? If you do, you are included 
in this prayer, but if not, you are ex- 
cluded. 

If Christ ‘is our Saviour, He is also 
our example. In this prayer He men- 
tions four things He had done which 
every one of us should do. We find two 
of these in verse 4. “I have glorified 
thee on the earth.” The Holy Son of 
God glorified Him as no one else could 
ever do. But glorifying God should be 
the chief aim of the Christian. And we 
just saw in John 15 that we glorify Him 
by bearing the fryit of the Spirit. 

“T have finished the work which thou 
gavest me to do.” The work of our 
Saviour was finished perfectly, a work 
no one else could ever have done. But 
God has planned good works for every 
one of His children to do. See Ephesians 
2:10. Are we doing what God wants us 
to do? Will we be able at the end of 
our lives to say, “I have finished the 
work which Thou gavest me to do”? 

Read verses 5 and 6. The Lord Jesus 
was able to say, in verse 6, “I have 
manifested thy name.” He had made 
His Father known to His followers. Are 

we bringing people to Christ so that they, 
too, may know God? 

Read verses 7 and 8 Our Saviour 
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gave out the word of God. In this also 
He is an example to us. We must give 
it out through our ways as well as our 
words if we wish to be a blessing to 
others. 

Read verses 9 to 12. Here the Lord 
Jesus said distinctly that He was pray- 
ing for believers, not for the world. His 
first request for them is in verse 1l. He 
prayed that they might be kept. 

For what did He pray in verse 13? 
(That they may be joyful.) 

Read verses 14 and 15 and find out 
the Lord’s next request for His own. 
(That they might be kept from evil.) . 
Girls, when we remember that, surely 
it will help us to turn away from evil 
things. Let us not listen to anything or 
look at anything that might give us evil 
thoughts. Remember that the night be- 
fore our Saviour died for us, He prayed 
that we might be kept from evil! 

Read verses 16 to 19. The Lord Jesus 
next prayed that His people might be 
sanctified, meaning separate from the 
world, Christians are different from 
the world. They know the true God and 
His Christ. The world does not. This 
difference ought to show. The Bible 
shows the Christian in what ways his 
Master wants him to be different from 
the unsaved. 

Read verse 20. How are we included 
in this prayer? (We have believed in 
Christ through the word of His first dis- 
ciples, who told others, and the message 
finally reached us.) 

Notice particularly verses 21 to 23, 
Here our Saviour prayed for Oneness 
among His followers. They are to be 
known by the mutual love they have for 
one another. A Christian man and his 
unsaved brother were on a bus. The 
Christian, soon found out that the man 
by whom he sat was also a Christian. 
They started talking about the Lord and 
His work and had a fine visit till they 
got off the bus. The unsaved man saw 
their happy faces as they talked to- 
gether. Later he said.to his brother, 
“Where did you meet that man in the 
first place?” The Christian said, “I met 
him for the first time today on the bus.” 
The unsaved brother said, “You Chris- 
tians seem to have a closer bond than 
even lodge members have!” And that is 
true. Twice over in these verses the 
Lord Jesus says that this is proof to the 
world that He was sent from God. Are 
unsaved people led to believe in Christ 
because they are impressed by the /love 
that we have for one another? 

The last request of our Saviour in this 
prayer for His own was that they might 
be kept for glory. Read verse 24. Our 
blessed Lord knew that His followers 
were just about to desert Him. He 
knew how poorly we would serve Him, 
yet He desires that we may be with Him 
in Heaven beholding His glory, even 
sharing it with Him! What a wonderful 
Saviour we have! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

‘& list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address, 
On Prayer-Meeting Hill.—Whatsoever 

ye shall ask in my name, that will 1 
do, that the Father may be glorified in 
the Son (John 14:13, Golden Text). Do 
we pray for His glory? In the Lone 
Star Mission at Ongole, India, a faithful 
few had held on believingly and cour- 
ageously year after year. Now the mis- 
sion was about to be abandoned. The 
work had apparently failed; money had 
failed. Dr. Jowett and his wife took 
with them that famous old Hindu 
woman, Julia, nearly one hundred years 
of age, and ascended the hills above 
Ongole to ask God to save the Lone 
Star Mission and the lost souls of India. 
The old: Hindu saint mingled her tears 
with her description of that most im- 
portant and most thrilling moment of 
her life—that memorable sunrise meet- 
ing on Prayer-Meeting Hill, as she re- 
hearsed the story one night in Nellore, 
India, to Dr. Cortland Myers. “They 
all prayed and they all believed!” They 
wrestled before Heaven’s throne and in 
the face of a heathen world, like Elijah 
on Carmel. Just as the sun rose above 
the horizon, Dr. Jowett arose out of 
darkness and seemed to see a great light. 
He declared that his vision saw the cac- 
tus field below transformed into a church 
and mission buildings. He claimed the 
promise, and challenged God to answer 
a prayer that was entirely for His own 
glory and the salvation of men! The 
money came immediately, and clearly 
from God’s hand! The man—God’s 
choice, came immediately! Clearly it 
was of God that Dr. Clough was called 
to put new life and hope into the almost 
abandoned mission. Today on that very 
cactus field stands the Christian church 
with the largest membership of any 
church on earth — 20,000 members! 
Prayer-Meeting Hill moved the throne 
of God and made the world to tremble.” 
—From “Springs in the Valley.” Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


The Signature on the Check.—Ask in 
my name (John 14:13, Golden Text). 
“It is the name at the foot of the check,” 
says the Rev. T. G. Selby, “which gives 
it value when passed over the counter 
of the bank, and he is a poor simpleton, 
indeed, who imagines that the check for 
a sum in four figures will be dishonored 
unless he drive there in carriage and 
pair. And yet some of ‘us are just as 
whimsical and uninformed upon the sub- 
ject of prayer. We assume that God will 
respond more richly and readily to the 
supplications of prophets, apostles, 


famous saints, those who belong to bril- 
liant spiritual hierarchies, than to yours 
Prayer becomes priceless 


and mine. 
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through the name in which it is pre- 
sented, however poor and mean and ig- 
noble the petitioner himself.”—From the 
Sunday at Home. Sent by J, A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


The Heating Apparatus.—I pray (John 
17:9). C.H. Spurgeon was showing some 
visitors over the Tabernacle (London). 
After taking them to the main part of 
the building, he said, “Come, and I'll 
show you the heating apparatus.” Im- 
agine their surprise, when he took them 
to a room where four hundred were 
gathered in a prayer meeting. The 
church with warmth of spirit must have 
the warmth-producing prayer meeting.— 
From the Sword and Trowel. Sent by 
Mrs. B. Dowen, Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


How Do You Look?—That they might 
have my joy (John 17:13). “A poor 
little street girl was taken sick one 
Christmas and carried to a_ hospital. 
While there she heard the story of Jesus’ 
coming into the world to save us. It 
was all new to her, but very precious. 
She could appreciate such a wonderful 
Saviour, and the knowledge made her 
very happy as she lay upon her little 
cot. One day the nurse came around 
at the usual hour, and “Little Broom- 
stick” (that was her street name) held 
her by the hand, and whispered: “I’m 
having real good times here—ever such 
good times! I suppose as soon as I get 
well I shall have to go away from here; 
but I’ll take the good time along—some 
of it, anyhow. Did you know about 
Jesus’ being born?” “Yes,” replied the 
nurse, “I know—Sh-sh, s-s-sh. Don’t 
talk any more.” “You did? I thought 
you looked as if you didn’t, and I was 
going to tell you.” “Why, how did I 
look?” replied the nurse. “Oh, just like 
most folk—kind o’ glum. I didn’t think 
you’d ever look gloomy if you knowed 
about Jesus’ being born.”—From Faithful 
Witness. Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, 
Chillicothe, Ill. 


The Ever-Fresh Supply.—I pray not 
that thou shouldest take them out of the 
world, but that thou shouldest keep them 
from the evil (John 17:15). It is said 
that at St. Margaret’s Bay, in the south- 
east of England, there is a well which 
is always covered by the sea at high 
tide. Strangely enough, however, its 
water remains fresh and pure, uncon- 
taminated by the briny waters of the 
sea. Fed from the hills above, it has 
a constant supply of fresh water pouring 
into it, which effectively prevents the 
ocean from flowing in. How like the 
Christian who is dominated by the Spirit! 
The sea of trouble, trial, and adversity 
may sweep over him, but it can find no 
point of penetration; the living spring 


is like an inexhaustible well of water. 


within him, ever bubbling up into ever- 
lasting life—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


From Alien Hands.—Them also which 
shall believe on me through their word 
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(John 17:20). It was a Jew who brought 
the Gospel to Rome; a Roman who took 
it to France;.a Frenchman who took it 
to Scandinavia; a Scandinavian who took 
it to Scotland; a Scotsman who evange- 
lized Ireland, and an Irishman in turn 
made the missionary conquest of Scot- 
land. No people ever received the Gos- 
pel except at the hands of an alien.— 
From “The Other Sheep.” Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


For All the King’s Children.—Neither 
pray I for these alone, but for them also 
which shall believe on me through their 
word (John 17:20). It seems to be deep- 
seated in the human race to be conscious 
of the color of the skin and to feel that 
the favor of God is upon those of fair 
complexion. In Landaur, India, we hired 
a young Hindu boy from a mountain 
village, and trained him to be a handy 
man around the home. His name was 
Burean, meaning evil one, given by his 
mother to ward off the evil spirit. At 
family worship one morning, after he 
had listened for weeks to readings from 
the New Testament and bowed in prayer 
with us, he said, “What wenderful things 
you read out of that book! I never 
heard such beautiful things befoge.” I 
asked, “Do you believe them, Burean? 
For if you do, they can be yours always.” 
“They are wonderful, memsahib, ji, but 
they are not for me. They are for you. 
You are the King’s children. You have 
white skin. I am only a poor, dark- 
skinned Hindu mountain lad.” “Yes, I 
am a child of a King, because I believe 
in Christ Jesus. If I did not believe in 
Him my white skin would not make me 
a child of God. These words I read are 
mine because I edelieve in Him. They 
belong to everyone who believes. Where 
you live, what you possess, or the color 
of your skin makes no difference.” 
Burean walked out of the room sadly. 
He did not become a child of God. Hear- 
ing of and knowing of Christ is not 
enough. — From Missionary Horizons. 
Sent by M. Irene Jury, Glendale, -Calif. 


ys 
For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Jesus Prayed for His Friends 

(John 17:1, 6-9, 18, 20) 
HE chain of friends made to illus- 
trate the last lesson can not only 
serve as a review reminder, but be of 
use in the present lesson. Prepare two 
larger links of white paper, one inch 
by ten inches, for Jesus Christ and the 
Father. Fasten the link for Christ 
through the one for the Father and also 
through one of the colored links. Older 
pupils may try to think how the paper 
chain does not wholly picture the truth. 
(Every link should be ‘connected with 

Christ.) 

Friends! Friends of the Lord Jesus, 
the Son of God! Imagine having the 
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Lord’s own hands wash your dusty feet. 
Imagine His soft and loving voice say- 
ing to you, “Love one another; as I have 
loved you, . . . love one another” (John 
13:34). Imagine His pointing toward 
Heaven and saying, “I go to prepare a 
place for you” (14:2). Imagine His plac- 
ing His hand over His heart as He said, 
“I will come to you ... the Spirit of 
truth” to live in your hearts always (vs. 
18, 17). Then last of all you heard Him 
praying for you while His eyes looked 
up to Heaven: “Father, ... I pray for 
them: . for them also which shall 
believe on me through their word; that 
they all may be one; .. . even as we are 
one: I in them, and thou in me” (17:1, 
9, 20-23). 

Let us find this prayer for His friends 
in John 17. Does the Lord Jesus pray 
for everybody? (v. 9.) The verses just 
preceding verse 9 explain who are 
prayed for: those who have listened to 
His words as God’s words and have be- 
lieved them. Then in verse 20 He names 
more. Does that mean you? This week, 
then, you will read and listen to all the 
words of this prayer in John 17. Now 
I will help you mark the different things 
He prayed for you. In verse 15 under- 
line “keep them from the evil.” In verse 
17 underline “Sanctify them through thy 
truth.” That means to make you holy 
and use you by what you learn from 
reading and hearing the Bible. Just 
as God sent the Lord Jesus to earth to 
tell God’s words to us, so the Lord Jesus 
sends you to tell His words to someone 
else. Read verse 18 to see that. Whom 
will you tell this week? In verse 21 
underline “That they all may be one.” 
The paper chain illustrates this. In verse 
24 underline “be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory.” 

It is wonderful to know that He prayed 
for us that night long ago. It is wonder- 
ful to know that He still prays for us 
now in Heaven (Rom. 8:34; Heb. 7:25). 
It is wonderful to know He has promised 
to answer our prayers: “Whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, 
that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son” (John 14:13, Golden Text). I think 
“in my name* means something like 
this: anything to which I would sign My 
name, and pass on to God as a good 
prayer. And He wants us to pray for 
our friends! “Pray one for another” 
(Jas. 5:16, Memory Verse). So instead 
of getting cross when your friend does 
something you don’t like, pray for him. 
That helps keep the circle of love un- 
broken. Getting cross and saying mean 
words to him breaks the chain (tear 
one of the colored links) and spoils the 
Lord’s prayer for you! 

Albert Diirer’s “Praying Hands’! 
would be appropriate to use in connec- 
tion with the memory verses on prayer. 
Or a picture of a child at prayer may 








1It is reproduced in “Christ and the Fine 
Arts,” by Cynthia Pearl Maus (Harper & 
Bros.. New York 16; $4.95). It may ,be bor- 
rowed from the public library. 
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be pasted on a large sheet of paper with 
the Golden Text neatly written above 
it, and the Memory Verse. below it. Use 
an outline of a hand for the memory 
verses award. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SN’T it fun to “suppose”? Of course 
it is. And for the next few minutes 
you'll be busy “supposing.” 

Suppose that Easter vacation had come. 
And suppose that for many long weeks 
you had been looking forward excitedly 
to spending vacation week at’ Grand- 
mother’s. First you had counted the 
weeks: “Only eight more weeks until 
I go to Grandma’s!” Then it was down 
to days: “Three more days and then I 
go to Srandma’s!” 

But suppose that just two days before 
it was time to go, something happened. 
Suppose that a great big box punched 
full of holes had been delivered at your 
house addressed to you. And when you 
opened it, there, nervously shivering and 
huddled together were two of the pret- 
tiest, whitest, dearest baby bunnies that 
you had ever in all your life seen. And 
—imagine it—they were your very own! 

Suppose that you had been asking and 
asking for baby bunnies for a long, long 
time. Suppose you had wanted wiggly- 
nosed, pink-eared, cotton-soft, puff-tailed 
bunnies more than anything else in all 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions ate on page 240) 


1. During the Sermon on the Mount 
(Matt. 6:9-13), and when asked by the 
disciples to teach them to pray (Luke 
11: 2-4). 

2. The Lord’s Prayer was given by our 
Lord to the disciples for their use; the 
prayer of John 17 was His own private 
prayer, which they could not appropriate. 

3. Just before He went out to Geth- 
semane and the cross. 

4. Because it seems to overleap the 
cross and anticipate His session at God’s 
right hand. 

5. For His own return to Glory (v. 5). 

6. Preservation (vs. 11-16), sanctifica- 
tion (vs. 17-19), unification (vs. 20-23), 
and glorification (v. 24). 

7. Personal guardianship (v. 12, sec- 
ond word “kept,” which suggests the 
action of a sentry). 

8. We need the discipline of this world, 
and we have a mission to this world. 

9. Separation (v. 16), mission (v. 18), 
unity (v. 22). 

10. The effectiveness of our testimony 
to the world is secured by the manifest 
unity of the children of God (vs. 21, 23). 

EvLMuurst, ILL. 
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the world. And now you had them But 

you knew that in only two very short 
days you would have to leave them in 
order to go to Grandmother's. You 
wanted to go to Grandmother's, oh, very 
much. But to leave those darling baby 
bunnies .. . how could you do it? You 
could stay at home with the bunnies, of 
course. But you knew that away down 
deep you really, truly wanted to go to 
Grandma’s. And besides, you knew how 
terribly disappointed Grandmother and 
Granddaddy would be if you didn’t come. 
Suppose, then, ‘that you decided not to 
think any more about it—not for the 
next two days, anyway. 

Then after two filled-with-fun days 
spent with your bunnies, the time to go 
to Grandmother’s had come. What would 
you say? I rather imagine you would 
give instructions to Mother something 
like this: “Now, Mother, will you please 
take very good care of Twinkle and 
Wiggly?” (It had taken a lorig time for 
you to decide on names. But the one 
with the extra twinkly eyes simply had 
to be called Twinkle. And the one whose 
nose, it seemed, never stopped wiggling 
had to be named Wiggly.) “Please be 
sure to give them plenty of fresh water 
every day, won’t you? And, Mother, 
will you be sure to feed them every day? 
You'll give them plenty of carrots and 
lettuce, won’t you?” Then you had told 
Mother a lot of other things to do—things 
that would make your bunnies happy. 
(But you knew all along that you really 
need not tell Mother what to do, for 
she had told you, only two days before, 
how to care for your bunny friends.) 

To go away and leave behind us some- 
thing or someone that we dearly love 
is very hard indeed. But ever since 
time began, people have had to do just 
that. And—can you believe it?—it is as 
hard for grown people to go away and 
leave loved ones as it is for people like 
you. 

Long, long ago, when it was almost 
time for the Lord Jesus to die on the 
cross for the sin of the world, He prayed 
a most wonderful prayer. His prayer 
has been kept for us in the seventeenth 
chapter of the Gospel of John. Knowing 
what it would mean to die the terrible 
death that would be His, it would be 
entirely natural for Him to pray for 
Himself. But, no, He did not do that. 
He was concerned for those of His own 
that He was leaving behind. So He 
prayed to His Heavenly Father for His 
disciples whom He dearly loved. And, 
wonder of wonders, though you and I 
had not yet even been born, He prayed 
for us! . 

Let’s see if we can all remember the 
six particular things that God’s blessed 
Son prayed for: 1. His special desire, as 
always (see, for example, John 11:40) 
was that God the Father should be glori- 
fied (John 17:1). 2 He asked that His 
Father God would keep all those who 
believe in Him (v. 11). 3. The Lord 
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Jesus prayed that believers would be set 
apart for God’s use (v. 17; “sanctify” may 
well be translated “set apart”). 4. He 
asked, too, that believers would get along 
together as well as He Himself and the 
Father in Heaven (v. 21). 5. The Lord 
Jesus included in His prayer all the be- 
lievers who would ever live (v.20). 6. He 
prayed that believers would enjoy to- 
gether with Him the glory that is His 
(v. 24). 

Today, even though He is not here on 
earth, the Lord Jesus is living in Heaven. 
And as He prayed for us long ago, He 
prays for us even now (Heb, 7:25). 


LANCASTER, PA. 


us 
The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1954 


HE Sunpay ScHoo.. Times list of les- 

sons, in the International Uniform 
series, for 1954 is now available. This 
convenient pamphlet-size guide to the 
International Uniform Lessons lists the 
lessons for the year in chronological 
order, giving the over-all lesson titles, 
Scripture references, and Golden Texts, 
and then gives the devotional readings 
and the specific topics for the various de- 
partments of the Sunday school, 

It is a tool, not only for superintend- 
erits and teachers, but for the pupils as 
well. Some schools place these lists in 
the hands of each pupil as an encour- 
agement for lesson preparation. Some 
use them in the-Sunday school sessions, 
instead of lesson leaflets, as a stimulus to 
the use of the Bible itself in the classroom 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Some superintendents use these lists to 
hand to substitute teachers as a guide 
for lesson preparation. Many readers of 
Tue SunpDAy ScHoot TIMEs use this lesson 
list in preparing and submitting illus- 
trations for “The I[lustration Round 
Table” in the lesson department each 
week, 

Why not send for a supply of these 
lesson lists and discover how they can 
help in your school or class? They may 
be obtained at 15 cents a copy, $1.50 a 
dozen, or $12 a hundred from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia 5. Just ask 
for the 1954 lesson list. 


" 
A Good Use for Old 
Copies of the Times 


N THE Southwest there are hundreds 

of families in the migrant cotton 
camps. At Christmas time the Rev. 
O. L. Smith distributed gifts, candy, fruit, 
and clothing to over 1,500 children, and 
7,000 Gospels in Spanish to the Mexi- 
can nationals. He is a distributor of the 
American Bible Society. 

Mr. Smith is glad to receive old copies 
of THe SunpAy ScHoot TIMEs and other 
Christian papers to pfovide these people 
with good reading. His address is P. O. 
1388, Tucson, Ariz. 
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Children 1 at Home 


Blind Ruth Learns To Read ~ 
By Mabel C. Stewart 


OME years ago in India, when the 
missionaries were visiting in the 
villages, they came to a little house made 
of sun-dried brick and mud. It had a 
small porch, with a floor of hard-baked 
earth. In front of the porch was a court- 
yard, enclosed by a mud wall. A, big, 
clumsy buffalo with its calf was munch- 
ing straw in the corner of the courtyard. 
A woman was seated on a low stool 
on the porch, kneading whole-wheat 
dough to make bread. She invited the 
missionaries to come in. 

“Here, sit on this bed,” she said, pull- 
ing down a light, rope-strung cot which 
was leaning against the house. 

During their visit, when they were 
singing hymns and telling the woman 
about our Lord Jesus, the missionaries 
had been watching the baby, whom the 
woman held on her lap as she tried to 
work. 

“Why don’t you put the baby down?” 
asked the missionaries. “She looks old 
enough to creep.” 

“Yes, she does creep,” answered the 
woman, “but she has no sense. She al- 
most crept into the fire the other day, 
and another time was almost under the 
cross buffalo’s feet. I do not know’ what 
I am going to do with her, the worth- 
less. one! My own children were never 
that stupid.” 

“Is she not your own child?” asked the 
missionaries. 

“No,” was the reply. “Her mother was 
my sister. She and her husband both 
died with the sickness which came in 
the winter, and in pity I took the child. 
But I can’t be bothered with such a use- 
less one—a girl, too.” 

The missionaries had been looking at 
the baby and saw that her eyes, al- 
though they looked as big: and brown 
and beautiful as any Indian baby’s eyes, 
did not seem to notice anything in front 
of them. 

“Have you ever thought she might be 
blind?” they asked. 

“Blind! The gods have mercy! What 
would I do with a blind girl-child, and 
one not my own?” 

“Would you come with us to the hos- 
pital? There is a very clever woman 
doctor there who often can make blind 
eyes see. At least she could tell whether 
the baby really is blind.” 

The baby, then, was brought to the 
mission hospital. The doctor examined 
her eyes very carefully. She shook her 
head. “Yes, she is blind,” she said, “and 
no doctor can ever make her eyes see.” 

“Then you can keep her,” said the 
woman. “Why should I bother with a 
blind girl-child, when she is not even 
my own?” 





March 20, 1954. 


“Do you really mean that?” asked the 
doctor. - 

“Yes,” the woman replied. 

From that day on, the hospital was 
the baby’s home. From the beginning 
she was happy. The nurses loved her, 
and named her Ruth. They watched her 
and cared for her tenderly, and soon 
Ruth was walking, then running, all 
around the hospital yard. 

Sometimes the doctor would carry her 
across the street to her house, and take 
her through the garden, to smell the 
orange blossoms and lovely, fragrant 
roses. She would go with the nurses 
to their chapel services every day, and 
soon learned to listen quietly, especially 
to the singing, which she loved. It was 
not long before she herself was learning 
to sing the hymns. 

As she grew older, Ruth would find 
her way to the big hospital porch, where 
the women and children who came for 
medicine waited their turn to see the 
doctor. There the Bible woman, using 
a big roll of Bible pictures, would tell 
stories of Jesus, the Great Doctor, who, 
when He lived on this earth, made many 
sick people well—even blind people. 
Little Ruth listened, and cried, too, when 
the Bible woman told of His cruel suf- 
fering on the cross, but was made happy 
again when she told of His rising from 
the grave and going to Heaven, where 
He has made a home ready for all who 
believe in Him and love Him. 

“I love Him,” said little Ruth. 

Everyone at the hospital knew she 
loved Jesus. She would talk about Him 
with the doctor and the nurses, and even 
with the patients she sometimes visited. 

Then one day the doctor said, “Ruth, 
would you like to go to school?” 

“Of what use would that be?” asked 
Ruth. “How can eyes that cannot see 
read books?” 

“Away up in the mountains, a long 
way from here, there is a school where 
the blind are taught,” answered the doc- 
tor. “I want you to go there.” 

It was hard to leave the hospital, the 
only home she knew, and the nurses 
and the doctor, the only family she had. 
Soon, however, she began to feel at home 
with the other blind children, and with 
them she learned to read the very Bible 
stories she had so often heard the Bible 
woman tell. 

“Do you know what I am going to 
do?” she asked her teacher one day. “I 
am going to learn to read well the whole 
Bible, then when I am old enough, I am 
going back to the hospital and be a Bible 
woman.” 

And that is just what did happen, After 
she had learried all she could be taught 
in the school for the blind, Ruth came 
back to her hospital home. There, on 


the porch where the patients waited their 
turn to see the doctor, she would sit 
with her big Bible on her lap, and, 
touching the pages with her fingers, 
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would read the stories about the Great 


Doctor, our Lord Jesus. 
The women looked at her in wonder. 
“We have eyes, 
read,” they said. 
can read without eyes!” 
“Hush!” someone would say. 
listen to her reading.” 


New WILMINGTON, Pa. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 4 


1. Person-to-Person Call 
(Matt. 4:18-22) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HE Easter season is a time of the 
year when hearts are likely to be 
particularly open to the Gospel message, 
and it is therefore fitting that this week’s 
topic and the three that follow should 
focus our attention on “My Personal 
Witness.” This week’s topic begins at 
the beginning by emphgsizing the im- 
portance of personal witnessing for 
Christ to one other individual. Not many 
of us will have the opportunity to be- 
come great preachers, some of us may 
never get to the mission field. But all 
can speak to some other person, one at 
a time, and thus spread the Good News. 
se 

The Lord Jesus Himself set us an ex- 
ample in this respect. While it is true 
that He preached to the multitudes 
whenever He had opportunity, it is also 


clear that He constantly used personal . 


contacts to bring men and women face 
to face with their own need and to re- 
veal Himself as the remedy for that 
need. Not only in the calling of His 
own little group of disciples, as set 
forth in the Scripture lesson in Matthew 
4 chosen for this week, but also in meet- 
ing with individuals, often on a single 
occasion, the Lord was concerned with 
bringing those individuals into a sav- 
ing knowledge of God. Examples of 
this are seen in His interview with 
Nicodemus, His conversation with the 
woman at the well of Samaria, His deal- 
ing with the rich young ruler, and His 
concern about Zacchaeus. “4 

We may learn from our Lord’s methods 
how we, too, may deal personally with 
others. He first found a point of con- 
tact, usually a natural one, not forced. 
Then He gained their confidence. From 
this ground He aroused their interest 
or curiosity, and went on to create in 
their hearts a hunger or desire for.some- 
thing He had. Then, their own need 
was exposed. And finally He revealed 
Himself as the remedy for that need and 
the satisfaction for the hunger He had 
aroused. 


and yet we cannot 
“But look at her! She 


“Let us 
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Notice particularly in John 1:41, 45 an 
important principle in making Christ 
known to others that is sometimes neg- 
lected in modern efforts to spread the 
Gospel. It is utterly impossible for us 
to introduce others to the Lord Jesus 
Christ if we do not know Him ourselves. 
Andrew could not have brought Peter 
to Christ if he had not first met Him 
himself. Neither could Philip have wit- 
nessed to Nathanael before he himself 
had had firsthand experience with the 
Lord Jesus. 

4 

Still another principle is seen in the 
case of these two disciples. It is the 
fact that they both knew the Scriptures 
of their day, and when they saw and 
hedrd the Lord Jesus they recognized 
Him as the Messiah of whom their 
Scriptures and prophets spoke. The suc- 
cess of our person-to-person witness for 
Christ will depend in a large measure 
upon our knowledge of the Scriptures. 
It is not that we must be able to recite 
chapter after chapter, but we must know 
and have received in our own hearts 
the clear teaching of God’s Word con- 
cerning the Lord Jesus if we are to con- 
vince others about Him. The Bible is the 
“sword of the Spirit” which will cut 
through complacency and indifference 
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There is no more -precious gift for 
someone you love than the key to a 
true understanding of God's Word — 
and the famous Scofield Reference 
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which to choose in the three Scofield 
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All Scofield Reference Bibles J 
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they refer, and have center column 
references, summaries, a chronology, 
and many additional helps. All but the 
Pocket Size have colored maps with 
indexed atlas, and the Large and 
Handy sizes are available on either 
fine Bible Paper or Oxford India Paper. 
Some of the styles that make beauti- 
ful gifts are these: 





13x French Morocco, divinity circuit, 
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Other styles from $3.25 to $35.00 
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and convict men and women of their 
own need. 

Perhaps one of the greatest deterrents 
that some individuals meet in this mat- 
ter of person-to-person witnessing is a 
lack of conviction that those who have 
not accepted the Lord Jesus: Christ as 
personal Saviour are really lost for all 
eternity. Such a lack of conviction often 
comes from an ignorance of or refusal 
to believe what God’s Word has to say 
about the awfulness of sin and the ter- 
rible results that follow failure to accept 
God’s plan of salvation from sin through 
the forgiveness won for us on Calvary 
by the substitutionary death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

we 

It is not out of place in our consider- 
ation of this week’s topic to note also 
some of the definite rewards and satis- 
factions promised in God’s Word to those 
who will faithfully seek to win others. 
Here are just a few of them: 

“The fruit of the righteous is a tree 
of life; and he that winneth souls is 
wise” (Prov. 11:30). 

“Blessed are ye that sow beside all 
waters, that send forth thither the feet 
of the ox and the ass” (Isa, 32:20). 

“They that sow in tears shall reap in 
joy. He that goeth forth and weepeth, 
bearing precious seed, shall doubtless 
come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psa. 126:5, 6). 

“Let him know, that he which con- 
verteth the sinner from the error of his 
way shall save a soul from death, ahd 
shall hide a multitude of sins” (Jas. 
5:20). 

“And they that bé wise shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament; and 
they that turn many to righteousness as 
the stars for ever and ever” (Dan. 12:3). 

sé 

Unless we should mistakenly suppose 
that this matter of speaking to others 
about the Lord Jesus Christ is something 
about which we can _lightheartedly 
choose to be obedient or not to be obe- 
dient, it will be well for us to be re- 
minded of some of the great reasons 
why this important part of our Christian 
service dare not be neglected: 

1. It is our Lord’s command. , If we 
call Him Lord, we recognize His right 
to command and our own obligation to 
obey when He says to us, “Ye are my 
witnesses” ALuke 24: 46-48), and “preach 
the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16: 
15, 16). 

2. The world’s condition demands that 
those who believe God’s Word, when it 
says that all men naturally are lost and 
undone (Rom. 3:23; 5:12; 3:10), do some- 
thing about it and bring to a lost world 
the only remedy God has ever provided 
for sin. 

3. The Spirit’s compelling, felt imme- 
diately after an individual’s salvation and 
which continues to be felt in the heart 
of every believer, unless he quenches 
or hinders the Spirit of God, is an un- 
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escapable impulse to make Christ known 
to others (1 Cor. 9:16; 2 Cor. 5:20). 

4. Our own commitment, whether we 
recognize it or\not, is a great reason for 
winning others for Christ. God has 
committed to all believers the responsi- 
bility for getting out the Good News (1 
Cor. 9:17; 1 Tim. 1:11; Rom. 1:14). The 
very fact that someone took the trouble 
to bring the Gospel to us makes us 
debtors to all who have not yet heard. 

5. The Lord’s coming is a real reason 
for winning others to Christ. God’s 
Word tells us that the witness must be 


‘given in all the world to all nations 


before the end of this age can come. It 
does not tell us that all men will be 
saved, but the Good News must go out 
to the uttermost parts before the Lord 
can return. Read Matthew 24:14 and 
Acts 15: 14-17. 

6. The danger of future confusion or 
Shame should prompt us to do all that 
we can to make Christ known to others, 
for the day will come when we must 
give an account for the deeds done in 
the body (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10, 11). 
Our eternal life will not be in jeopardy 
if we have accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ as our personal Saviour, but when 
we stand before Him we shall well be 
ashamed if we have no soul-winning 
crown to place at His feet (1 John 2:28; 
1 Thess, 2:19, 20). 

we 

If we have been neglecting this im- 
portant part of our Christian service, let 
us ask God to show us how we may 
become obedient and faithful servants 
of His, and certainly all of us can ask 
Him to make us more and more efficient 
and profitable in speaking to others 
about the One who has done so much 
for us. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


us 
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The Trumpets and Bowls 
(Continued from page 236) 


sat enthroned as mistress and queen of 
the earth? 

The next parenthetical portion, number 
five, comes in at chapter 19:1-6. While 
the sad earth is mourning over the 
greatest commercial system the world 
has ever seen, the high heavens are 
bursting out in songs of rejoicing. The 
vast multitudes in that happy land are 
pouring out their “Alleluias,” happy 
hearts find expressions in paeans of 
worship and praise. Their prayers are 
at last answered as God avenges their 
blood by destroying Babylon who shed it. 

As her smoke is mounting in great 
volume toward Heaven, the elders and 
the living creatures feel the passions 
for worship flooding their souls. They 
cannot remain passive in a scene like 
this. They fall prostrate before the 
august Ruler on His throne. He still 
sits upon His throne. He still reigns 
supreme. His eternal throne never 
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trembles ,or totters. It is eternally 
immovable. The four “Alleluias” of the 
heavenly hosts seem to be the heralds 
proclaiming the marriage of the Lamb. 
Now this wicked and apostate false bride 
of Christ has been destroyed. Now the 
true bride of the Lamb is being arrayed 
in her wedding garments to be publicly 
displayed in the magnificent advent of 
her Bridegroom and Lover. Descending 
in glory unsurpassed, in wealth never 
before witnessed, every heart overflow- 
ing in ecstasies of delight, the Church 
descends on the arm of her Beloved 
(Song of Sol, 8:5). i 

Some careful Bible scholars believe 
the last parenthetical portion is found 
from chapter 21:9-22 to chapter 22:1-5. 
A diligent study of these parenthetical 
portions will assist one greatly in under- 
standing the framework and structure 
of the Book of the Revelation. 


(To be continued) 
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Boring From Within 
(Continued from second page) 


nated. The dean of the Harvard School 
was a Congregationalist—and vice-presi- 
dent of the Free Religious Association, 
representing the radical wing of the 
Unitarian body. He had this to say of 
Andover: 

“In general, members of the Orthodox 
or Trinitarian branch of Congregation- 
alism are humbly and gratefully mind- 
ful of the fact that it was Unitarians 
who, over all the middle of the last 
century, bore the brunt of the attack 
upon a more and more incredible Cal- 
vinism and won, not only for themselves 
but for their more laggard brethren of 
orthodoxy, that victory, Unitarianism 
might well claim that to the victors be- 
long the spoils. In this closer affilia- 
tion at Harvard, the Divinity School has 
generously welcomed the sons of ortho- 
dox Andover into the places of freedom 
and has waited and watched with patient 
good humor the legal difficulties into 
which Andover has been plunged by 
founders who tried to be wiser than 
posterity.” 

“To the victors belong the spoils.” 
Having stripped the prostrate form, the 
victors proceeded to dance upon it. 
Unitarian ministers, directly after the 
merger, went to Andover to hold their 
institute. They were in fine fettle. In 
the assignment of rooms in the old Ando- 
ver dormitories, cards were used with 
such jocose names as Tophet, Canaan, 
Babylon, the Dead Sea. A hilarious 
mock trial of one of their members on 
the charge of “fundamentalism” was 
held. “In the early days a Unitarian 
meeting on the Hill would have been 
inconceivable,” wrote one reporter, and 
another, with upward roll of eyes: “I 
feel sure that if the sainted Andover: 
theologians could have walked among us, 
those devout and scholarly men, who 
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Food Packages Bring Easter Joy " 


' Let me share a moving letter of gratitude from a Hebrew Christian in Jugo- 
' slavia behind the Iron Curtain. She writes on behalf of three families to 
whom we sent CARE food cartons. ‘*These cartons have reached us with 
many thrills and great joy,"’ she says. ‘“The food is an answer to our prayers.” 


We are so thapkful to be able to minister with food and other forms of relief 
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THE LAW OF LIBERTY 
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by EVAN H. HOPKINS 


Truly a classic on holy liv- 
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the spiritual life. 








For 40 years the author, a 
minister of the Church of 
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speaker and Council mem- 
ber of the British Keswick 
Convention. 

This book has been regarded as the 


Convention’s textbook, said Mr. Fred 
Mitchell, its former chairman. 





Dr. W. H. Griffith Thomas stated: 


“By far the best book available on 
the subject of Holiness.” 


The regular selling price of this 128 
page clothbound book is $1.50, post- 
paid, from your bookstore or from 
The Sunday School Times Co. 
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you for publishing this book as I believe the body of truth 
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made this school of learning famous, 
would have given us of the other wing 
of Congregationalism their blessing. 
They now see with larger eyes than 
when they were in the flesh and we are 
one in the unity of the spirit.” 

In the long history of hypocrisy, it 
would be hard to find anything more 
shameless than the statement of the 
President and Fellows of Harvard and 
of the Trustees of Andover, that the in- 
struction given in the combined theo- 
logical school at Harvard University by 
Andover professors was consistent with 
the Westminster Catechism and the 
Andover Creed “as interpreted in late 
years,” and that that was substantially 
true of that given by others, that is, 
the professors of the Unitarian school. 

“Andover Seminary at Cambridge,” 
wrote one at the time, “will bear the 
same relation to the old seminary that 
a scalp at the belt of an Indian bears 
to the man from whose head it was 
taken.” 

Protest against the scandal came later, 
not, it should be observed, from the 
Congregational official authorities, but 
from a layman, Mr. Thomas Weston, 
who, singled-handed, fought the matter 
in the courts until the Unitarians and 
their university of hardened conscience 
were obliged to surrender the stolen 
goods. Heading ‘tthe decision which or- 
dered this return was Chief Justice 
Rugg, a Unitarian, but with a legal con- 
science. The endowments were handed 
over to Newton Theological Institution, 
which now became Andover-Newton 
Seminary, and have there been used also 
with little regard to the founders’ wishes. 
The great Andover Library still remains 
in the Unitarian Divinity School, the 
last place in the world where those, 
who established and built it up, would 
wish it to be. 





The decision of the Massachusetts 
Supreme Court in the Andover case is 
a powerful weapon against theological 
perversion of trust funds and should be 
used as such. It read in part: 

“An owner of property may give it 
upon trust to maintain and inculcate 
any doctrine of Christianity. . . . The 
obligation is imposed upon the managers 
of such a charity to adhere strictly to 
the scheme of the founders. Those who 
administer the charity have no right to 
vary, alter, or change its plan. They 
must execute the purposes of the foun- 
ders conformably to its true _ intent. 
Their ideas of expediency or general 
utility in conducting the trust are of no 
consequence. 

“In applying these principles to a 
charity established for the training of 
ministers of religion manifestly not the 
slightest consideration can be given to 
the present prevalence of the religious 
doctrines to be taught or to our own 
beliefs concerning them. 

“An undenominational — theological 
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school was foreign to the purpose of 
the founders and alien to their declara- 
tions. Those original donors were reso- 
lute in their determination to combat 
liberal religious thought among Congre- 
gationalists. 

“It is manifest under the associate and 
additional statutes that every Andover 
professor must believe sincerely and be 
conscientiously convinced of the truth of 
these distinctive theological doctrines. 

“The founders looked forward to no 
such modifications. On the contrary, 
the associate founders enjoined that 
every article of the creed ‘forever remain 
entirely and identically the same, with- 
out the least alteration.’” 

Nobody would pretend that the pres- 
ent control in Andover-Newton conforms 
to the decision of the court any more 
than to the expressed wishes of the 
founders of Andover. 

If the Andover decision were enforced 
generally in American seminaries, scores 
of theologians would be without a job. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 29 to April 4 


Mon.—Psalm 99. God Answers Prayer. 


PrayYER Succestions: “They called upon 
the Lord, and he answered them.” Moses, 
Aaron, and Samuel are mentioned by 
the Psalmist as intercessors who ob- 
tained great divine favors in answer to 
their prayers. _Do you get answers to 
your prayers? God has put our greatest 
blessings on the to-be-asked-for basis. 
As we are saved by calling upon the 
name of the Lord (Rom. 10:13), so we 
are granted particular providences in 
answer to prayer (Phil. 4:6; Matt. 7:7-11). 
Multitudes forfeit many and mighty 
blessings, personal, family, social, con- 
gregational, and even larger ones, by 
restraining prayer. Pray for the casting 
out of the usurping governmentveof China 
and for a great work of the Spirit of God 
there. 


Tues.—John 17:13-19. 
Praying for the Church. 


PRAYER SvucGcestTions: “Sanctify them 
through thy truth: thy word is truth.” 
Here in Christ’s prayer He teaches us 
how to pray for His Church. Paul’s 
prayers given in his Epistles were all in 
harmony with the prayer of Christ in 
this chapter. We should likewise pray 
for all who call upon the name of the 
Lord in sincerity and truth. Seek the 
good of the whole body of believers 
when you pray. Let your prayers all 
be within the circumference of your 
Lord’s great prayer when you pray for 
His Church. Pray for efforts being made 
in Japan toward building up an indige- 
nous (or a native) church, 


Wed.—John 17:20-23. A Prayer for Unity. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “That they all may 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and 
I in thee, that they also may be one in 
us: that the world may believe that thou 
hast sent me.” Our Lord did not pray 
for uniformity, but for unity in spirit, 
doctrine, behavior, and in bonds of love 
and peace. Even if all others fail, let 
us not fail “to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.” We may 
not be able to fall in with all of the 
professed friends of Christ, but let us 
not fall out with them. The rule is: 
“Be at peace among yourselves” (1 Thess. 
5:13). “Follow... peace” (2 Tim. 2:22). 











Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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y j Pray for more love for Christ and His 
people. 
“2 e@ 8 Thurs.—John 17:24-26. 


A Prayer for Reunion. 

PRAYER SuaGcestTions: “That they also, 
whom thou hast given me, be with me 
where I am; that they may behold my 
glory, which thou hast given me: for 
thou lovedst me before the foundation 
of the world.” All the apostles for whom 
Christ prayed and all others born of the 
Spirit will be together with Him in His 
everlasting Kingdom. Note our Lord’s 
words about past and future ages. He 
who is from everlasting and to everlast- 
ing has set His love upon us. The in- 
comprehensible grace of God mentioned 
by Christ in His prayer immerses us in 
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Just Out! Pray for more heavenly mindedness. 
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You, like thousands of others some, and friends and acquaintances and 


even loved ones may bring us into deep 
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